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For those who tuned in to the debate 
between Harris and Trump, you saw each 
proclaim that things would only get worse 
if the other gets into office. On that score, 
they are both right. No matter if Trump 
or Harris is president, the situation will 
be disastrous for us all. The population’s 
justified fear about their futures found no 
solace in these two creeps who have abso- 
lutely nothing to offer working people. It 
still remains to be seen who will be the 
next overseer of Washington, Wall Street 
and the banks. Just a couple months ago, 
after Biden’s decrepit state was on full 
display in the first presidential debate, it 
looked like Trump was a shoe-in to win 
the White House. 

Since Biden withdrew from the race 
and Harris stepped in to resuscitate 
the Democrats, there has been a liberal 
media frenzy facilitated by black Demo- 
cratic Party sellouts and the labor traitors 
who paint her as “one of us.” The aim is 
to convince all those who are pissed at 
being screwed by Biden to go for his cop- 
loving side-chick, who is as responsible 
as he is for the state of things today—the 
rising cost of living, the unabated cop ter- 
ror, the war in Ukraine and genocide in 
Gaza. Harris wants to be “unburdened by 
what has been’”—like the overturn of Roe 
v. Wade under her watch, to better sell 
herself as a defender of abortion rights. 
The enthusiasm for Harris has shifted the 
electoral terrain somewhat and momen- 
tarily breathed a little life into the decay- 
ing neoliberal order in this country. 

But workers’ skepticism about what 
lies ahead remains unchanged. Their 
concerns must be met with an independ- 
ent way forward for the working class 


SEPTEMBER 17—Now that was his- 
toric! District 751 head Jon Holden tried 
to dupe Boeing Machinists into swal- 


lowing a “historic” deal that met none of 


their needs, and they told him—and the 
bosses—loud and clear to shove it. The 
strike is on, and the powerful Machinists 
are well aware that they are the pace- 
setters for the entire working class. The 
tables can be turned on stagnant wages, 
uncertain retirement and the safety/ 
quality crisis created by Boeing—and 
repeated in other industries. What would 
make all the difference to the outcome 
is for fighting Machinists to organize 

the battle to establish the 

union’s dominance over 
~ the bosses. 

Striking workers mis- 
trust Holden—and rightly 
so. He buckled before the 
strike began, and every- 
thing points toward a 
repeat performance. The 
IAM leadership recently 
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Chicago, August 19: Spartacist contingent at DNC protest raises banner to draw class line against capitalist parties in 
elections. Revolutionaries must use every opportunity to polarize country along class lines. 


la Cruz and Karina Garcia! These candi- 
dates on the presidential ticket of the Party 
for Socialism and Liberation (PSL) are a 

continued on page 12 


or they are bound to bubble over in a 
rightward direction. If left to the liberals, 
workers will be sucked into the arms of 
the Democrats or shoved into the arms of 


the Republicans—the very parties that 
created the miserable status quo. 

In the presidential elections, there is 
another option—voting for Claudia De 


ie igs i ; i Z Holden clearly does not have what 
: \UNFAR it takes to win this strike; but the 

LABOR real problem is his strategy. He wants 

Machinists to get “their fair share” 
without in any way challenging the 
bosses’ fundamental interests. Instead, 
his goal is to make the union a “full 
partner” of management when Boeing 
is the very image of this country’s 
decay. A “seat at the safety table” or 
on the company board is not a step for- 
ward; it is a setup to make the union 
the fall guy for all of Boeing’s future 


crimes 

) Machinists know how to get things 
done. To rally the support of working 
people everywhere and win what they 
deserve, they should initiate strike 
committees to set their struggle on a 
course to put the union in control of all 
aspects of the build process. As a first 
step, these committees must build mass 
picket lines to shut the plants down tight 
and prevent scabbing. We reprint below 

continued on page 13 
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September 16: Determined Machinists outside Everett plant. In defiance 
of leadership, workers voted overwhelmingly to throw tentative contract 
in burn barrel and walk out. 


pledged itself to ensuring Harris’s elec- 
tion, and now federal mediators serving 
under Biden/Harris are on the scene. 


Their purpose is to remind Holden of 
this promise and prepare another attempt 
at a sellout. 


Letter 


Report from the Convention 


ILWU Rejects Boycott of 
Military Cargo to Israel 


Workers Vanguard received the follow- 
ing August 30 letter from Emily Turnbull, 
a member of the executive board of Inter- 
national Longshore & Warehouse Union 
(ILWU) Local 10. 

I attended the 30th international conven- 
tion of the ILWU in June. Local 10 had sent 
the convention a resolution (initiated by 
retired longshoreman Jack Heyman) that 
our union boycott military goods to Israel 
to stop the ongoing genocide of Palestin- 
ians in Gaza. Though I was not an elected 
delegate, I went to fight for the resolution. 
The movement to free Palestine is at an 
impasse. Millions have hit the streets, but 
USS. imperialist backing for Israel remains 
“ironclad.” The only thing that can stop the 
genocide is the American working class 
taking action that threatens the interests 
of the imperialists not only in the Middle 
East, but also here at home. 

Many in the Palestinian solidarity move- 
ment have been looking to the ILWU, with 
its “progressive” reputation, as a union that 
could initiate such action. If Local 10’s res- 
olution had been implemented, it could 
have ignited workers action nationally and 
internationally. But it was overwhelmingly 
defeated. Instead, the convention approved 
a resolution for a Gaza ceasefire that sim- 
ply mirrors the hypocritical rhetoric of the 
Biden/Harris administration. I think your 
readers would be interested in learning 
about the debates (or lack thereof) at the 
convention because they demonstrate just 
how much the liberal Democratic politics 
pushed by the ILWU leadership, and the 
entire U.S. labor bureaucracy, sap labor’s 
strength and disarm the working class. 

I knew there was little chance of the 
resolution passing. It was introduced after 
the Local 10 executive board had rejected 
my motion to sponsor a labor-centered 
May Day stop-work protest in the Oak- 
land port. Such a protest could have ral- 
lied port truckers and other unions behind 
longshoremen in a show of labor power to 
demand an end to the genocide in Gaza. 
Having opposed a stop-work protest over 
Gaza, the Local 10 leadership had a need 
to burnish its pro-Palestinian credentials. 
President Trent Willis supported Hey- 
man’s resolution, arguing that “radical 
resolutions” should come from the local. 
Such “progressive” paper resolutions are a 
dime a dozen in Local 10. The text of the 
resolution was not handed out for members 
to read, and there was no serious discus- 
sion of what it would take to implement it. 

Heyman’s resolution painted a boycott of 
arms shipments to Israel as squarely in the 
ILWU’s “progressive” tradition of support 
to the Palestinian cause, citing Local 10’s 
past actions against the Israeli shipping 
line, Zim. It also cited Local 10’s 1978 
refusal to load bomb parts for Pinochet’s 


junta in Chile, and its 1980 boycott of a 
military shipment to the Salvadoran Junta. 
But these latter two were one-time actions 
taken in conjunction with a sector of liberal 
Democratic Party opinion. What Heyman’s 
resolution proposed was an ongoing boy- 
cott of U.S. military shipments to Israel, 
one that would put the union up against all 
wings of the U.S. ruling class, which view 
Israel as their indispensable ally to police 
the Middle East. 

This is the kind of action that the 
ILWU has never undertaken because its 
leadership has always backed the liberal 
wing of U.S. imperialism. ILWU founder 
Harry Bridges supported the U.S. during 
World War II and advocated a permanent 
no-strike pledge as the war ended. While 
quite capable of militant union tactics and 
occasional criticisms of U.S. foreign pol- 
icy, Bridges always made sure the union 
kowtowed to the shipping priorities of 
the U.S. military. Even during the Cold 
War, when the U.S. government branded 
Bridges a communist and tried to destroy 
the union, the ILWU kept military goods 
flowing. The union had a paper position 
against the Vietnam War, but it continued 
to ship the matériel, which was crucial to 
U.S. imperialism’s war against the Viet- 
namese Revolution. To this day, the ILWU 
contract includes a provision that it must 
work military cargo, even on holidays. 

In playing up the union’s previous 
actions, Heyman significantly underplayed 
the obstacles to his resolution’s implemen- 
tation. ILWU President Willie Adams has 
been one of the most outspoken labor lead- 
ers in support of Biden, backing the NATO 
imperialists in Ukraine, bragging of his 
visits to Biden’s White House and refusing 
to utter even a limp ceasefire call in the 
face of the horrific genocide in Gaza. In 
a July 20 posting on the “Labor for Pales- 
tine” site, Heyman blames the resolution’s 
failure on the union’s “right turn” under the 
Adams leadership. But in supporting the 
Democratic Party Commander-in-Chief, 
Adams stands squarely in the Bridges tra- 
dition. The “progressive” union bureau- 
crats are no less a part of the problem; if 
anything, their occasional paper criticism 
of U.S. foreign policy allows them to more 
effectively demobilize union struggle. 

Defending the union’s endorsement of 
Biden (now, of course, transferred to Harris) 
in his opening remarks to the convention, 
Adams acknowledged that come Novem- 
ber “some” on the International Executive 
Board (IEB) were “going to vote the other 
way and we have to respect that.” Echoing 
the Democrats, Adams warned of the threat 
of civil war, adding, “We can’t let this kind 
of dreadful disease tear the union apart.” 

This disease is tearing apart the ILWU 
(and most others) because labor leaders like 
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“Tt is a crime that our union leadership is 
fully in the pocket of Genocide Joe. To tell 
the workers that Biden is the only alter- 
native for the working class is to fuel the 
polarization. It’s time we fought back!” 

None of the bureaucrats who made up 
the majority of the delegates wanted any 
discussion of an alternative path for work- 
ers. All wings of the ILWU leadership are 
committed to the PMA’s profitability and 
the strong U.S. military that protects it. 

Heyman’s resolution was passed on 
from the Resolutions Committee to the 
convention floor. Even those who were 
opposed thought the real debate should 
happen there. But the leadership put off 
the debate on this and every other sub- 
stantial resolution until the convention’s 
final hours. (The exceptions were, of 
course, successful motions to approve pay 
raises for the officers and an increase of 
the percentage of dues that locals send to 
the International.) 

When leaders from the International 
Transport Federation (ITF), the Austra- 
lian CFMEU and MUA and other long- 
shore/maritime unions gave their greet- 
ings to the convention, they all heaped 
praise on Adams, while a few also advo- 
cated a ceasefire or other action to defend 
the Palestinians. Their mantra was “Peace 
is Union Business.” When the debate on 
an Israeli arms boycott finally occurred, 
those ILWU delegates who spoke for it 
mostly echoed the comments of the inter- 
national delegates, citing the horrors in 
Gaza and the danger of world war. 

They all cited the union’s “progres- 
sive” tradition, but none addressed the 
obstacles that stand in the way of union 
action. These include not just Adams and 
the rest of the ILWU International lead- 
ership (none of whom spoke on the issue), 
but the prevailing consciousness that 
what’s good for U.S. imperialism is good 
for the workers. This has been instilled 
in the membership by years of support 
to Democratic Party Commanders-in- 
Chief. A few of those opposing the res- 
olution spoke openly in support of Israel. 

continued on page 10 


Editorial Note 


Repudiating Expulsion of 
ICL’s Polish Section 


In April 2019, the International Executive Committee (IEC) of the ICL expelled two 
members of the Spartakusowska Grupa Polski for “violations of democratic-centralism,” 
thereby liquidating the Polish section. Printed below is a motion adopted this past March 
by the IEC elected at the 8th International Conference upholding the Polish section’s 
appeal to rescind their bureaucratic expulsion. It was an oversight not to have printed 
this in the recent Spartacist [English edition] No. 69, August 2024 (Spartacist.org/ 
en/69). The motion now appears here as the expulsions of the SGP comrades were first 
announced in Workers Vanguard (see WV No. 1152, 5 April 2019). 


Adams are insisting that it is in the work- 
ers interest to keep the liberal “Establish- 
ment” represented by Biden and Harris in 
power. All the workers’ justified anger at 
falling living standards and social decay 
is channeled by Donald Trump into rac- 
ist, anti-immigrant, anti-woman and anti- 
trans bigotry. Meanwhile, the ILWU tops’ 
enforcement of the division of the long- 
shoremen into steady men, A’s, B’s, and 
casual workers has created a dog-eat-dog 
mentality that is the main obstacle to col- 
lective action in defense of the union itself, 
much less the besieged Palestinians. 
Fearing that the Trump-Biden divide 
would burst out on the convention floor, 
the ILWU leadership did its best for the 
next four days to squash or limit debate on 
any serious issue. The resolution for the 
Israeli arms boycott was considered by 
the Resolutions Committee shortly after 
Adam’s speech. I was allowed to speak 
and argued: 
“Workers around the world have every 
interest in backing the Palestinian strug- 
gle for freedom. Our rulers in the US have 
deindustrialized the country, destroyed 
infrastructure and ruined public educa- 
tion. Their priority is to spend billions 
to prop up their outposts like Israel and 
defend their investments abroad. They 
have created a country which is polarized 
along utterly reactionary lines—just look 
at the upcoming elections. The only way 
to cut through that polarization is for the 
working class to fight for our own interests 
independent and against the capitalists. 


Motion: To uphold the SGP’s appeal and to rescind their expulsions. The IEC concurs 
with the following characterisation made by Wartecki and Jedniak of their expulsions 
in March 2019: 
“We do not agree with the IS [International Secretariat] decision and we think that, under 
the pretext of an inconsequential incident, the IS has closed down an internal discussion 
inconvenient for it.” (SGP motion, 24 March 2019, cited in Letter by Jedniak and Wartecki, 
17 September 2023) 


The “inconsequential incident” in question consisted of texting a non-member about 
frustrations with the party, which does not constitute, as the I.S. argued at the time, polit- 
ical collaboration. While comrade Wartecki should not have done this, as he acknowl- 
edged at the time, this act did not warrant expulsion. 

The expulsions of Wartecki and Jedniak meant the liquidation of the Polish section 
of the ICL. To further concur with the Polish comrades’ argument that this violated 
the ICL’s own Organizational Rules which note that “Sections may be admitted to or 
expelled from the ICL only by the International Conference, or by decision of the IEC 
to be submitted to the ratification of the next International Conference” (Article IV). 

This decision was a bureaucratic consequence of a revisionist programme for Poland 
that rendered the ICL fundamentally incapable of dealing with the national oppression of 
Poland and the Stalinist bureaucracy, and thus unable to deal with the various political 
questions repeatedly raised by the comrades. From this revisionist framework, we pro- 
ceeded to slander them as backward on the woman and Jewish questions, Stalinophobic, 
and capitulatory to Polish nationalism. 

We note that the ex-SGP comrades do not presently wish to be members of the ICL. 
We seek to open discussions with the Polish comrades on what constitutes a revolution- 
ary perspective for Poland today and the tasks for Marxists therein. We should publicly 
acknowledge this decision on their appeal in the next Spartacist, including, importantly, 
the slanderous nature of our so-called criticisms of their politics. 


WORKERS VANGUARD 


Our comrade Dimir died on July 27, 
shortly before his 90th birthday. A mem- 
ber of the Spartacist League/U.S. for over 
50 years, he dedicated his life to the eman- 
cipation of the working class. He was one 
of our most educated and cultured party 
cadre. Many of us learned from him, ben- 
efitting from his language and translation 
skills and his broad knowledge of history, 
literature, music and many other subjects. 

Dimir was on the editorial board of the 
German-language edition of Spartacist 
early on until almost the end of his life. 

Dimir’s father, whom Dimir described 
as an “imperial Russian aristocrat,” fled 
after the Russian Revolution and settled 
in the U.S., where he became a ship’s cap- 
tain. His mother was mostly responsible 
for raising their brilliant and precocious 
child, at times homeschooling Dimir 
while his father was away at sea. Dimir 
graduated high school early and went on to 
study at Yale University and in Germany. 

He got his PhD in comparative literature 
and taught German at Princeton, Rutgers 
and Florida State University (FSU). 

At FSU, he fell in love with his stu- 
dent Tweet Carter (1943-2012), who later 
became his wife. Tweet was in a leftist 
SDS branch in Tallahassee, Florida, and 
she recruited him to the SL. As a comrade 
of our New York branch remarked: “You 
could say their relationship was a unity of 
opposites! Comrade Tweet came to revo- 
lutionary politics through experience, and 
Dimir through books and theory.” Most importantly, 
it was his serious study of Marxist classics like Fried- 
rich Engels’ Anti-Diihring that made him a lifelong 
communist. 

From the start of our political work in Austria 
and Germany in the early 1970s, he played a key 
role in getting out the first issues of German Spar- 
tacist, as the only comrade who could translate our 


Marjorie Stamberg, a founding leader 
of the Internationalist Group, died of 
ovarian cancer on May 29. A radical 
activist won to Trotskyism, she was part 
of a layer of youth galvanized by the 
fight for black freedom and radicalized in 
opposition to the bloody U.S. war in Viet- 
nam. She joined the New Left Students 
for a Democratic Society in 1965 and 
became active in the left wing of the civil 
rights movement. In 1972, she was won 
to the Spartacist League. Although for 
decades we have not been in a common 
organization, we honor her contributions 
to the workers movement and extended 
our condolences to her comrades. 

Within the New Left, Marjorie became 
a hard feminist and soft Maoist. Moving 
to the Bay Area in 1969, she joined a 
male-exclusionary group of pro-working- 
class feminists. She went to work seeking 
to win Oakland AT&T phone operators to 
radical feminism through the Operators 
Defense Committee (ODC). For years, the 
ODC had a running debate—feminism 
vs. Marxism—with the SL-supported 
Militant Action Caucus of the CWA. 

In 1971, the operators struck, followed 
by an IBEW phone electricians’ strike. As 
she wrote in “Women’s Liberation and the 
Class Line” (The Internationalist, October 
2015): “We had a kind of Maoist-feminist 
strategy, that correct politics flow through 
the blood of true feminism, and that con- 
sistent feminism leads to socialism.” She continued: 
“But the opposite was happening, in this litmus test. 
We saw the women we had recruited into our femi- 
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documents. If the articles in these early issues read 
somewhat curiously, it’s because Dimir was steeped 
in 18th-century German literature. This sometimes 
led to amusing disputes. Once, when questioned over 
the use of a particular archaic word, he appealed to 
the Goethe Dictionary. 

In addition to his work for German Spartacist and 
as proofreader for Workers Vanguard and Spartacist, 
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In Memoriam 


Dimir tutored a number of comrades in 
German. He was generous with his time, 
kind and always ready to intersperse his 
language lessons with history and culture. 
He also worked for years in the office of 
the International Secretariat, then located 
in New York City, where he worked espe- 
cially on translations and research. 
Among the papers he wrote was the 
outstanding article “Architecture as a Tool 
of Social Transformation” (Women and 
Revolution No. 11, Spring 1976) on the 
efforts in the early Soviet Union to replace 
the oppressive bourgeois family by forms 
of collective living, as part of the socialist 
rebuilding of the entire society. 

Over the years, Dimir acquired an exten- 
sive library on the international workers 
movement (particularly in Germany), his- 
tory, archaeology, language, literary criti- 
cism and music history. An accomplished 
musician, he almost finished building a 
large harpsichord by himself and had a huge 
collection of classical music recordings. 

Dimir was a true intellectual, not of the 
ivory tower type, but dedicated to the polit- 
ical and cultural education and enrichment 
of his comrades and the working class. 
He was a shy person with a great sense 
of humor. He was always thrilled when 
he came up with yet another pun or amus- 
ing rhyme. He was deeply committed to 
Marxism, and almost until the end he was 
eager to hear about the party’s work. One 
comrade fondly recalled how delighted he 

was to hear about our articles in Workers Hammer 
about the Spartacist League/Britain’s “Down with 
the Monarchy!” campaign. 

We salute his friends, his two main caregivers and 
the comrades who took very good care of Dimir during 
the last few years when he suffered from dementia. He 
still experienced moments of happiness and died at 
home, which was his wish. We will sorely miss him. 


given them.” This experience was a “light- 
ning bolt of shock,” as she described it, and 
decisive in winning many of the women, 
including Marjorie, to the SL. 

A facile journalist, Marjorie wrote for 
several “underground” papers in the late 
1960s, including the Guardian, the preem- 
inent New Left press at the time. A year 
after her recruitment to the SL, she trans- 
ferred to New York City to join the staff of 
Workers Vanguard and was brought onto 
the editorial board in 1979. Marjorie was 
a powerful speaker and agitator. Her 1978 
Spartacist campaign for State Assem- 
bly headlined: “For a Socialist Fight to 
Save New York!” In 1985, she ran for NYC 
mayor alongside her comrade Ed Kartsen, 
who ran for Manhattan Borough President. 
Together they canvassed the city, calling 
for a mobilization of labor and minorities 
to stop rampant racist attacks. The article 
“Marxist Principles and Electoral Tactics 
Revisited” in the new issue of English- 
language Spartacist (No. 69, August 2024) 
was dedicated to both Marjorie and Ed 
“who fought for communism in bourgeois 
elections and beyond.” 

In 1996, Marjorie and her life partner 
Jan Norden, longtime WV editor, were 
expelled from the ICL and formed the 
Internationalist Group. We now consider 
that fight and those expulsions to have 
been politically unprincipled. 

For a detailed account of her life see 
her obituary in The Internationalist, June-August 
2024: “Revolutionary Trotskyist, Marxist Educator, A 
Leader of Struggles for All the Oppressed.” 
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Spring 2024: Spartacist fight for anti-imperialist program at UC Davis (left). Encampment pleads for divestment at U of M Ann Arbor (right). Campus 
administrations will never be force for “good.” Struggle for Palestine requires entirely different perspective. 


For weeks last semester, the student 
struggle for Palestine dominated political 
life in this country and captured attention 
throughout the world. Gaza solidarity en- 
campments, building occupations, walk- 
outs and commencement protests swept 
campuses. Almost as quickly, riot cops— 
acting on orders from school administra- 
tions and Democratic Party politicians— 
stormed in to stamp out protest against 
the genocide. 

Today, the pro-Palestine movement is 
isolated and beaten down: the state is pur- 
suing charges against activists; universi- 
ties are banning pro-Palestine groups and 
trashing democratic rights; and the atroci- 
ties in Palestine continue. The Democrats’ 
replacement of Genocide Joe with Kamala 
the Cop has reinvigorated the incumbent 
party of carnage. They have consolidated 
a layer of youth, sown racial divisions 
between black liberals and pro-Palestine 
activists, and recovered a chance to keep 
the White House. 

Many students were eager to stop the 
Israeli slaughter and courageously risked 
arrest, injury and suspension or expulsion 
from school. But despite millions taking 
to the streets in October, an explosion in 
campus activity and various union resolu- 
tions begging Biden to broker a ceasefire, 
the struggle has proved unable to slow, 
much less stop, the massacre. 

If we are to advance, it is essential to 
understand the cause of the failure so far. 
No good will come from imbibing in the 
delusional optimism that we are “winning.” 
The Palestinian people face annihilation, 
and the movement is at an impasse. The 
problem is not merely a lack of numbers, 
visibility or militant tactics. The funda- 
mental obstacle is the political program 
on which the pro-Palestine struggle is 
being waged. 


The Nature of the Pro-Palestine 
Struggle in the U.S. 


The existence of the Zionist state is 
premised on the brutal oppression and dis- 
possession of the Palestinian people, and 
it must be destroyed to achieve Palestinian 
liberation’. This is difficult because the 


* Read about a revolutionary program for the 
region in “Marxists & Palestine: 100 Years 
of Failure,” Spartacist [English edition] 
No. 69 (August 2024). 
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Israeli state is backed by the U.S. imperi- 
alist behemoth that seeks to keep its boot 
firmly planted in the region. The impe- 
rialist outpost serves as a weapons depot 
and a bulwark against hostile forces and 
regimes in the Middle East. As the U.S. 
ruling class tries to maintain its slipping 
global dominance, these are no minor mat- 
ters. Both the Republican and Democratic 
parties are clear that support to Israel is 
“ironclad” because it is objectively in the 
interests of the whole ruling class. 

The U.S. imperialists will not abandon 
Israel unless their position is seriously 
threatened. Therefore, to advance, the 
movement for Palestine must deal a sig- 
nificant blow to the imperialists. This will 
not be done by winning over their agents 
in the universities (the administrations) 
or their political representatives. It will 
require a major class confrontation, but 
this was not the orientation of the student 
encampment movement. 

Whether students are conscious of it or 
not, the issue at the heart of the Palestinian 
struggle is not a battle of “good vs evil,” 
but a conflict between the interests of the 
imperialist bourgeoisie and the workers 
and oppressed of the world. It is not just the 
Palestinian people who have an objective 
material interest in thwarting the imperial- 
ists’ genocidal machinations in the region. 
All the victims of the imperialists in the 


belly of the beast—workers, black people, 
etc.—will objectively benefit from weak- 
ening the position of their common oppres- 
sor. To deal the type of blow necessary 
will require mobilizing more than a selec- 
tion of students to demand colleges shuffle 
off stocks. It calls for a program, strategy 
and leadership that can unite the mass of 
workers and the oppressed based on their 
common interest to defeat the enemy—it 
requires a communist movement. 

However, the pro-Palestine movement 
is not headed in this direction. There has 
not been a break with and fight against the 
forces of imperialism. Instead, the pro- 
Palestine movement in general—and stu- 
dent activists in particular—overwhelm- 
ingly looks to the institutions and parties 
of U.S. imperialism. While many student 
activists subjectively consider themselves 
to be “anti-imperialist,” the movement has 
not moved toward bringing about a crisis 
for imperialism. Rather, in practice, it has 
worked to restore imperialism’s decaying 
liberal facade. 


The Poison of Liberal Idealism 


Many young students witnessing the 
atrocities in Gaza are, for the first time, 
being confronted with the fact that the 
U.S. government does not actually stand 
for freedom and democracy as it claims. 
They are driven to rebel and desperately 
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UNC Chapel Hill, April 30: Police smash protesters who replaced U.S. flag 


with Palestinian flag. 


want the bombs to stop. Lacking a Marx- 
ist pole to direct struggle toward a major 
class conflict, the most natural path for 
the movement is to try to convince the 
imperialists and their agents to make 
good on their promises and embrace lib- 
eral ideals of peace and justice. This is not 
only ineffective, but counterproductive. 

The ruling class—especially the Dem- 
ocratic Party—commits its crimes while 
professing to be a force for progress. It 
oversees the immiseration of black people 
while proclaiming “Black Lives Matter.” 
It oversees the erosion of abortion access 
while proclaiming “#MeToo.” It extols 
high-minded liberal virtues to justify its 
rule and maintain its ideological grip. The 
same is true on the international stage. It 
presents the UN and international law as a 
democratic cover for its political domina- 
tion and economic plunder, which it justi- 
fies as “spreading peace and democracy.” 
This is all a swindle and must be fought, 
not embraced. 

Mass movements embracing variants 
of “progressive” liberalism come and go 
but are incapable of improving anything 
because they accept the capitalist rule 
responsible for the masses’ misery. Defin- 
ing the struggle in moral rather than class 
terms inevitably puts these movements 
under the leadership of liberals who say 
nice words while blaming “deplorable” 
workers who don’t line up with them. 
These are the wrong divisions. 

The supporters of genocide are able 
just as well to use the liberal principles 
embraced by students and the left to attack 
the pro-Palestine movement. Accusations 
of anti-Semitism and racism are hurled at 
anyone who opposes Zionism. Criticism of 
Israel is silenced so that we may “listen to 
Jewish voices.” Hate speech laws are used 
to censor dissent. Zionists heckle protest- 
ers about “believing rape survivors,” “pro- 
tecting democracy” and gay rights in the 
Middle East. With no class axis, it is triv- 
ial to spin “progressive” ideals in service 
of the imperialists—this is not new. 

Meanwhile, attempts to build a “mor- 
ally righteous” alliance with the “left 
wing” of the Democratic Party alienate 
workers who have only been screwed and 
blamed by these con artists. Workers are 
increasingly repulsed by liberal moralism 
and some look to the right-wing dema- 
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gogues as an alternative. The moralist 
current of the pro-Palestine movement 
ensures its impotence by uniting with the 
liberal representatives of imperialism, 
who work to minimize disruption. And 
it repels the working class, the only force 
that can throw a wrench in the works. 

The working class objectively has 
every interest in dealing a blow against 
the U.S. imperialists who oppress them 
at home and whose machinations abroad 
are responsible for their worsening con- 
ditions. Workers have the social power 
to completely destabilize things for the 
imperialists by blocking the production 
and shipment of arms to Israel and cut- 
ting off the flow of profits to the capital- 
ist masters. The pro-Palestine movement 
must move the working class to action, 
but this will only happen based on work- 
ers’ material interest in anti-imperialist 
struggle, not liberal pacifist drivel. 

Instead, at the core of the student move- 
ment is the strategy of “Boycotts, Divest- 
ment, and Sanctions” (BDS), which relies 
on consumers’ purchasing power, public 
opinion and the institutions of U.S. impe- 
rialism. While the encampments were 
met with violent repression, leading to a 
brief uptick in militancy, their aim was 
to reform the universities and other insti- 
tutions of U.S. imperialism into instru- 
ments of BDS. They did not seek to shut 
down campuses and cause a crisis to trig- 
ger working-class action. They sought to 
bear moral witness in hopes of compel- 
ling Israel to “respect international law” 
and obtaining token investment conces- 
sions from campus administrations. They 
sought to transform the tools of U.S. 
imperialism into a force for “good.” 

The student movement—lacking a class- 
struggle perspective—is necessarily limited 
to impotent reformist schemes premised 
on moral suasion, even while sometimes 
employing militant direct-action tac- 
tics. The encampments sought to act as 
the moral conscience of the bourgeoisie, 
trying to embarrass them with appeals to 
humanity and disobedience. The reality is 
that these moral appeals did not even res- 
onate with students, particularly working- 
class ones. Most students did not partici- 
pate in the encampments. The largest were 
confined to elite institutions, and there 
were none at historically black colleges 
and universities. Where the encampments 
did take hold, the strategy only isolated 
militants—both from other students and 
from workers off campus—and the pro- 
gram proved a dead end again and again. 

Many administrations just unleashed 
the cops on protesters and stated plainly 
that students have no business telling them 
what to do with their money. Encampments 
were crushed, and the genocide continues. 
Brown University and some others simply 
promised to hold discussions about their 
investments. The students were demobi- 
lized, and the genocide continues. The 
UN—which carved out the state of Israel 
from the living body of Palestine—has 
passed countless resolutions against Israel. 
The genocide continues. Plenty of the 
world’s capitalist rulers, university admin- 
istrators and captains of industry can cry 
crocodile tears about the “humanitarian 
crisis”...yet the genocide continues. 

Student activists want the government 
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Genocidal destruction in Gaza. Zionist state bombs Palestinian refugee 
camp near Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, September 5. The reality is that the 
pro-Palestinian movement is not winning. 


and their colleges to “change policy.” 
Short of that, they don’t want to be per- 
sonally “complicit” in the atrocities. If 
the U.S. government is going to support 
genocide, at least it’s “not in my name” 
and “not with my money,” hence the pop- 
ularity of the calls for boycott and divest- 
ment. This liberal moralist conception of 
the problem is no way forward. 

Imperialist oppression is not a “pol- 
icy” to be cleaned up by adjusting invest- 
ments and purchasing decisions. The 
horrors wrought by the ruling class to 
maintain their political power will not 
subside because “good” people only buy 
from “ethical” capitalists. No amount of 
shame or stock selling will transform the 
imperialists and their agents into a force 
for “good” against their better interests. 

Most activists know that the reason Pal- 
estinian people face extermination is not 
because ivory tower coffers are invested 
in Israeli interests. But they think “divest- 
ment” is something they can get. What is 
perhaps harder to understand is how the 
class content of their “minimum” pro- 
gram and their methods contradict their 
desire for Palestinian liberation. The real- 
ity is that without a revolutionary Marxist 
compass, there is simply no way to find a 
road forward, only convoluted paths back 
to imperialist traps, specifically the Dem- 
ocratic Party. 


Democratic Party Traps 


Swapping Biden out for Harris just 
changed the face of the Democratic Party, 
but has been surprisingly effective in bol- 
stering their electoral prospects. Although 
the Democrats have conceded nothing 
to Palestine and only doubled down on 
anti-Trump hysteria, elements of the pro- 
Palestine movement are still seduced and 
strung along by illusive promises of a 
“ceasefire for hostages” deal. 

Other elements of the movement are not 
so easily duped, and “progressives” like 
Bernie Sanders and AOC have lost appeal 
as they bend over backward to avoid call- 
ing the genocide a genocide. But rejecting 
outright Zionists like Harris, Sanders, and 
AOC is not a break with imperialist forces. 
Here, Rashida Tlaib plays an invaluable 


role. She is able to attract youth back to 
the imperialist party and promote the illu- 
sion that the Democrats might do right by 
Palestine. She is very effective because 
many activists view Palestinian and Mus- 
lim Democrats like Tlaib and Than Omar 
as allies against their openly Zionist col- 
leagues. But these figures are all simply 
part of the chain that binds the movement 
to the imperialist camp—a chain that 
extends well into the organizations that 
built the encampment movement. 

When Jamaal Bowman, questionable 
member of the Democratic Socialists of 
America (DSA), lost favor with pro- 
Palestine activists over his support to 
Israel and endorsement of Biden, Tlaib 
did her best to mitigate. Just like AOC and 
Sanders, she campaigned for and endorsed 
him while exaggerating differences 
between Bowman and his AIPAC-backed 
opponent. Outfits like Jewish Voice for 
Peace, which helped organize the Colum- 
bia encampment, and of course the DSA, 
endorsed him as well. 

Nerdeen Kiswani, chair of Within Our 
Lifetime (WOL), then tiptoed into tepid 
criticism of Tlaib for backing “progres- 
sives” who endorsed Genocide Joe. When 
the DSA sponsored a rally for Bowman 
featuring his fellow genocide endorsers 
AOC and Sanders, WOL dared to call a 
protest. Kiswani was met with a cacoph- 
ony of right-wing DSA members preaching 
the practical necessity of supporting these 
enemies of the Palestinian people. Bely- 
ing any pretense to “anti-imperialism,” 
Kiswani immediately backed down, tweet- 
ing, “We aren’t telling people not to vote 
for him,” and assuring the howling liberals 
that the rally was only meant to improve 
the campaigns of all these imperialists. 

Without a definitive break toward 
class-independent politics, liberals will 
continue to subordinate dissent to the 
Democrats. Many in the movement would 
flat out deny that they are in the camp 
of Genocide Joe’s party. But as Kiswani 
painfully illustrated, the reality is that 
without a break with the liberal political 
perspective dominating the pro-Palestine 
movement, there is nowhere else to end 
up. This is why revolutionaries must fight 


Defend Campus Pro-Palestinian Protesters! 


Last spring, campus administrations 
and the police met protests against 
the genocide in Gaza with brutal 
repression. Over 3,100 were arrested at 
some 70 schools. Many are still in the 
state’s clutches, including eight CUNY 
protesters who face felonies. Others 
face disciplinary reprisals. Drop all 
charges! Pack the court on December 
16 for the CUNY 8! Readmit everyone 
and rehire all those fired! 

Over the summer, many campus ad- 
ministrations limited or banned camp- 
ing on lawns. Others cordoned off pub- 
lic spaces, while imposing restrictions 
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against leafleting, tabling, etc. Campus 
security has acquired new paramili- 
tary gear and surveillance tools. Co- 
lumbia remains on lockdown, closed to 
the general public. All cops, security 
guards, armed Zionist auxiliaries off 
campus! 

Under the lying smear campaign equat- 
ing anti-Zionism with anti-Semitism, 
Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) has 
been suspended from several schools, as 
has Jewish Voice for Peace. Instagram 
has disabled accounts of SJP chapters 
and divulged members’ information to 
police. Hands off pro-Palestine student 


groups! Down with censorship! 

It is in the vital interest of students, 
workers, and all the oppressed that 
these attacks be repulsed. The victim- 
ization of pro-Palestinian activists will 
only embolden further attacks against 
everyone in the U.S. imperialists’ cross- 
hairs, while a successful defense of the 
pro-Palestine movement will put us all 
in a better position to fight back against 
the same capitalist state that over- 
sees the subjugation of the globe and 
the assaults on workers here at home. 
Down with campus repression! Free 
Palestine! 


to put the movement on an entirely differ- 
ent track. 


The Fight for an Anti-Imperialist 
Student Movement 


As the encampments spread, the Spar- 
tacist League/U.S. and the Spartacus 
Youth Clubs intervened, focusing on the 
need for independence from the ruling 
class—particularly the left wing of the 
Democratic Party. Early in the movement, 
the SL called for a national student strike 
not only to escalate the struggle, but also 
to exacerbate the contradiction between 
students’ desires to fight for Palestine and 
the limits of their liberal program. 

While our leaflet and calls to “shut 
it down” were popular, they were shot 
down repeatedly by Students for Justice 
in Palestine (SJP) and DSA, who feared 
such action might jeopardize negotiations 
with the administration. In addition to lib- 
eral leadership on the ground, a student 
strike would have exposed the “left-wing” 
Democratic Party figures canonized by 
the movement and the left. The likes of 
Tlaib and Shawn Fain can posture in sup- 
port of marches and campsites, but would 
stand unmasked for opposing measures to 
advance toward a crisis for the ruling class. 

A key tool in our fight to further drive 
a wedge between the parties of capital 
and the protesters was pushing a working- 
class alternative in the form of the Party 
of Socialism and Liberation’s (PSL) pres- 
idential campaign. We explained that to 
advance the cause, revolutionaries must 
fight to polarize the country along class 
lines. The fact is that, despite the PSL’s 
bankrupt program for Palestinian libera- 
tion, using their campaign as a rallying 
point for opposition to the capitalist par- 
ties has the potential to strengthen the 
movements for Palestine, black people, 
women, etc., by cohering them around 
class politics. 

As one would expect, the most mili- 
tant students were not exactly espousing 
support for Biden and the Democrats at 
the time. However, the liberal politics of 
the imperialist party were rampant. Many 
believe that the movement just needs to 
“lift up voices” and show the world that 
genocide is bad. Many defended ruling- 
class representatives, like Tlaib, based on 
ethnicity. The corrosive effect of identity 
politics is overwhelming. The desire to 
compartmentalize struggle against the 
common enemy along demographic lines 
mirrors how the Democratic Party manip- 
ulates and panders to its constituencies. 

Identity politics are wielded to keep the 
movement wedded to its liberal course. 
Sacred among many is the notion that 
one must not criticize the leadership of 
the oppressed. Supposedly, this is “the 
Palestinians’ fight,” and any Palestinian 
leadership must be followed—class, poli- 
tics, and program be damned. The “uncom- 
mitted” movement is a prime example of 
“Palestinian leadership” leading folks 
into the Democratic Party and must be 
fought. The suppression of communist 
intervention is often premised on this 
divisive nonsense. It is not “co-optation” 
or “distraction” to fight for a break with 
the imperialist Democratic Party or to link 
the movement to the broader struggle. It is 

continued on page 14 
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== Police Brutality — 
How to Get Justic 


From the killing of Sonya Massey in IIli- 
nois to the brutal assault of NFL Dolphins 
player Tyreek Hill, cops continue to mur- 
der and attack black people as they please. 
Something must be done. The Spartacist 
League/U.S. has initiated the Open Police 
Archives (OPA) campaign to rebuild the 
movement against police terror. During 
our work, we have encountered families 
and activists who desperately want justice 
for their loved ones. 

In all of these cases, families have been 
fighting for years, with no success. At the 
10th anniversary of the killing of Michael 
Brown, his father, Michael Brown Sr. 
said: “The whole setup is supposed to 
break you—what it does to the parents is 
supposed to break you. It’s a life sentence 
that I’m living. The cops are never wrong. 
They’re consistently killing us—every 
26 hours a black person is killed—every 
day.” The families want the cops who 
killed their loved ones to be jailed. They 
want the cops’ secret files opened and all 
trumped-up charges dropped. They want 
to put an end to police brutality. 

The question is: how do you do all that? 
The lack of justice isn’t for lack of try- 
ing. In fact, the fight and courage these 
families show is commendable. But the 
methods being used are the fundamental 
obstacle to making progress. 


The Road to Nowhere 


People think the road to justice goes 
through the courts, city councils, Dem- 
ocratic Party politicians and D.A.s, who 
all claim that they’1l do something to help 
and make sure “this never happens again.” 
But cases are dragged out for years with 
no answers, and cover-ups happen all 
the time—like the one by the Louisiana 
governor and D.A. in the case of Ronald 


Greene. Cops are constantly framing up 
black people, like Mumia Abu-Jamal 
and the Central Park 5, while killer cops 
get off scot-free. If they are charged, the 
charges get dropped. Sometimes, the D.A. 
straight-up rules that the cops had every 


Project 2025. People fear he will give 
full immunity to the police. But the cops 
are already allowed to kill and get away 
with it. Kamala, former top cop in Cali- 
fornia, is clear that she fully supports the 
cops—just listen to her “tough on crime” 


a 
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Farmerville, Louisiana, May 10: OPA activists rally with family of Ronald 
Greene, killed by cops in 2019. Justice for victims of police terror requires 


class-struggle strategy. 


right to kill, like in the case of Daviri 
Robertson, who was killed by the police 
in 2019. The courts cannot be trusted. 
Organizations like the NAACP and 
BLM say that electing more Democrats, 
especially black ones, to pass legislation 
to rein in the cops or making the police 
“accountable” to the community will help 
curb police brutality. But this has done 
nothing to even slow cop terror. People 
say that Kamala Harris is a “lesser evil” 
to Trump because of the bogeyman of 


rants or look at her record as a prosecutor. 
She made her career by locking up black 
people on trumped-up charges in the Bay 
Area and will continue to enforce police 
terror. Kamala’s record clearly shows that 
all skinfolks ain’t kinfolks. 

Things turn out this way not because 
bad people have bad ideas or the wrong 
people are in positions of authority but 
because of the class interests that the 
Democratic and Republican politicians, 
cops and courts represent. There are two 


Racist Witchhunt Threatens Us All 


classes in society. The capitalist class 
owns and controls the banks, mines and 
factories. The working class makes every- 
thing and is exploited by the capitalists. 
Their interests are totally at odds. The 
cops and courts will never be neutral— 
they exist to protect and serve the capital- 
ist class and keep them in power. 

Any strategy that relies on the tools of 
the oppressors can only lead to defeat. 
Just look at what happened to BLM. A 
main slogan was “defund the police,” i.e., 
cop reform. BLM’s whole approach was 
to gather up all “pro-black,” “anti-racist” 
elements—from activists in the streets to 
Joe Biden in the White House—to take 
this up. Making a coalition with capitalist 
forces, no matter how “progressive,” was 
doomed to fail because these forces will 
never do anything to jeopardize their own 
interests, which include keeping black 
people down. 

The idea of BLM was that the cops 
could somehow be “reformed” and the 
Democratic politicians would fight for 
black rights. Both proved wrong. It is a 
deadly illusion that the cops and courts 
(the capitalist state) can be made to stop 
serving the class that they exist to pro- 
tect. The cops that gun down black people 
aren’t just a “few bad apples.” The prob- 
lem isn’t a lack of regulations and sensitiv- 
ity training or a “bad” police chief. Police 
terror is an essential part of enforcing 
black oppression in this country. 

Cop reform schemes just rope black 
people and workers into the state machine 
that oppresses them. This includes “com- 
munity control of the police,” tinkering 
with the cops’ budgets, and civilian review 
boards. People wait for rulings from civil- 
ian review boards that end up not matter- 
ing anyway, because the state just over- 


Outrage: Uhuru Convicted of “Conspiracy” 


! AAS 


WV Photos 


Left: Uhuru 3—Penny Hess, Omali Yeshitela, Jesse Nevel. Right: PDC 
speaker at August 31 rally in defense of Uhuru 3, St. Petersburg, Florida. 


On September 12, a federal jury in 
Tampa, Florida, convicted three mem- 
bers and supporters of the black nation- 
alist African People’s Socialist Party 
(APSP) and its Uhuru movement of 
“conspiring” with Russians to “sow 
discord” in the U.S. Now, the Uhuru 3 
—APSP chairman Omali Yeshitela, 
Penny Hess and Jesse Nevel—face up 
to five years in prison. The jury found 
the activists not guilty of an even more 


serious charge of being unregistered 
“Russian agents,” carrying a possible 
ten-year sentence. A former Uhuru 
supporter, Augustus Romain, Jr. (Gazi 
Kodzo)—who cofounded the Black 
Hammer group in 2018—was also 
found guilty of “conspiracy.” Notably, 
during trial the judge excluded the 
only black juror and refused to seat a 
black alternate juror in her place. We 
demand: Drop all the charges! 


The feds’ evidence was simply that 
the defendants exercised their First 
Amendment right to protest and issue 
propaganda against imperialism and 
black oppression. This included attend- 
ing a 2015 anti-globalization confer- 
ence in Moscow, promoting a 2017 
“Petition to the United Nations on 
the Crime of Genocide Against Afri- 
can People” and siding with Russia 
in Ukraine. None of this is a crime! 
Prosecutors even raised the specter 
that Russia had “interfered” on Nev- 
el’s behalf when he ran for mayor of 
St. Petersburg, Florida, in 2017. On 
the witness stand, an FBI agent admit- 
ted there wasn’t a shred of evidence 
for this ridiculous claim. 

The Democrats posture as the “de- 
fenders of democracy” against Trump. 
But the Biden/Harris administration’s 
real face can be seen in their prosecu- 
tion of the APSP and Uhuru, part of a 
drive to bolster the repressive appara- 
tus of the capitalist state. The bosses’ 
courts have long relied on the charge 
of “conspiracy” against workers trying 
to organize. “Conspiracy” is a thought 
crime, to this day viciously wielded by 
prosecutors when they can’t show that 
any real crime was committed. 


This witchhunt is a dangerous attack 
on the rights of free speech and asso- 
ciation and a threat to labor, black 
people, socialists and anyone who 
opposes U.S. imperialism. It must be 
stopped dead in its tracks. Many black 
nationalist groups, socialists and com- 
munity activists mobilized for the trial 
this month in solidarity. Sentencing 
dates have been set for November 18 
(Kodzo) and November 25 (Uhuru 3), 
and appeals will follow. Even more 
forces must be mobilized for court. 
Uhuru is also asking that letters in 
their defense be sent to the judge. See 
HandsoffUhuru.org, Partisandefense.org 
and @partisandefense on X for updates. 
An injury to one is an injury to all! 
Despite our political differences with 
the APSP, it is necessary to mobilize 
broadly across the entire left and work- 
ers movements on a united-front basis 
to demand: Hands off Uhuru! 

Fighting a federal witchhunt costs 
money. The Partisan Defense Com- 
mittee, a class-struggle defense organ- 
ization associated with the SL/U.S., 
has contributed $2,000 to Uhuru’s 
legal defense and urges others to 
donate at: every.org/hands-off-uhuru/ 
f/hands-off-uhuru-legal. 
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nited-Front Protest: 
efend Xolani Kh 


Spartacist/South Africa 


On September 2, some 40 people 
mobilized by Spartacist/South Africa and 
a local chapter of the Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF) demonstrated outside the 
courthouse in Mbombela, Mpumalanga 
Province, to demand that charges against 
EFF member Xolani Khoza be dropped. 

Xolani faces charges of incitement to 
commit terrorism, public violence and 
intimidation. His “crime”? Posting a Tik- 
Tok video calling for a national shutdown to 
protest against the so-called “Government 
of National Unity” (GNU)—a coalition of 
the ANC and the openly pro-imperialist 
and white-dominated Democratic Alli- 
ance—and for the removal of President 
Ramaphosa. In May, shortly before his 
arrest, Xolani played a militant and leading 
role in a South African Commercial Cater- 
ing and Allied Workers Union strike. The 
protest was initiated by our comrades and 
endorsed by the General Industries Work- 
ers Union of South Africa, the Workers & 
Socialist Party and several individuals. 

Spartacist speakers noted that behind 
Xolani’s prosecution is the ruling class’ 
fear that mass struggle, particularly by 
the black proletariat, could challenge 
the GNU’s pro-imperialist agenda. They 
went on to stress that defending him is 
an urgent and necessary first step in 
the fight to organize a broad struggle in 


defense of the working class and all the 
oppressed against the GNU onslaught. 

Dimeji Macaulay, from the Workers and 
Youth Solidarity Network in Nigeria, sent 
greetings to the protest: “Solidarity with 
all South Africa workers fighting against 
imperialism, fighting against racism, fight- 
ing against xenophobia.” He also called 
attention to the continued incarceration of 
about 2,000 protesters in early August for 
demonstrating against imperialist-imposed 
austerity measures. (See AmaBolsheviki 
Amnyama supplement “Stop the Bloody 
Crackdown on Nigeria Protests!” 6 August.) 
Among those arrested was Youth Rights 
Campaign leader Adaramoye Michael 
(“Michael Lenin’). 

Released on bail, Xolani is banned 
from posting or communicating on social 
media, an expression of the white rul- 
ers’ recognition that neo-apartheid South 
Africa is a tinderbox and their guise of 
“national unity” is extremely fragile. At 
the prosecutor’s request, Xolani’s trial 
was postponed to September 27. A much 
larger show of support is called for—cru- 
cially including international support. We 
urge unions, left and student organiza- 
tions and land rights groups to flood the 
South African government with messages 
demanding: Drop the charges! Hands off 
Xolani Khoza! @ 


rules anything they don’t like. Members 
of these boards are fired when they tim- 
idly ask questions about delays in cases 
that go on for years. Mayor of New York 
Eric Adams fired Arva Rice for daring to 
ask why the evidence from the Kawaski 
Trawick case was delayed for five years. 
These boards are powerless and ineffec- 
tive—and it cannot be any other way. All 
that BLM’s strategy achieved was demor- 
alization and disorganization. 


The Road Forward— 
Class Struggle 


There is another road available—the 
road of class struggle—which can actu- 
ally bring justice. OPA seeks to rebuild 
the movement on this basis. Class strug- 
gle means fighting back in ways that rely 
not on getting the courts, cops and politi- 
cians to “do the right thing” but rather on 
mobilizing the power of the multiracial 
working class. While we don’t rule out 
using the courts to our advantage, we have 
no illusions in the “justice” system. 

To fight back against police terror 
and black oppression, what’s needed is 
to unite the broadest forces who stand 
on the side of black people—crucially 
including the multiracial working class. 
To be clear why, it is important to know 
what the source of the problem is. Black 
people are not oppressed because racists 
are in the White House (although they 
are) or because white people have bad 
ideas (although some do). In this country, 
black people are segregated at the bottom 
of society. They’re stuck in bad neigh- 
borhoods, schools and jobs, have access 
only to the worst healthcare and suffer 
constant racist police terror and mass 
incarceration. 

The only way to fight any of this is to 
attack the source of the problem: capitalist 
class rule. The capitalist class uses black 
oppression to stay in power by keeping the 
country divided along racial lines. Instead 
of fighting against their real enemy, the 
capitalist class, workers are kept at each 
other’s throats. The capitalists and their 
politicians push the lie that black people 
bring conditions down for white people 
and that white people are to blame for 
black oppression in order to hide the fact 
that they are responsible for both. 

Some black people don’t think that the 
white people in the working class have any 
reason to fight for them, but this couldn’t 
be more untrue. White workers and black 
people share a common enemy. The more 
segregated and worse off the black popu- 
lation, the more it brings down conditions 
for the working class as a whole, includ- 
ing white workers. The only way white 
workers can improve their situation is by 
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fighting against black oppression. This 
provides white workers every reason to 
actively defend black people against racist 
cop terror—even if most are not on board 
right now. In turn, black people need white 
workers not only to defend them, but also 
to fight for their liberation. 

The working class has the power and 
interest to make real advances in the strug- 
gle against police brutality and black 
oppression. The very same cops and courts 
that terrorize black people attack workers 
when they take militant actions for a better 
life. We seek to get the workers movement 
to publicize, agitate, demonstrate and 
strike for justice—which will also put it in 
a better position to wage its own battles. 
But this must be organized against the 
capitalist forces and all their dirty tricks. 

You cannot fight against police bru- 
tality in an alliance with the same forces 
perpetrating it, you must fight to land a 
blow against them in order to move for- 
ward. But this point is not obvious to 
everyone. People must see for themselves 
which side “progressive” politicians, who 
give lip service to black people, stand 
on. This is why we started our Open 
Police Archives campaign: to expose 
false “friends of black people” and draw 
the working class into the black struggle, 
so it can win some victories and create a 
strong movement to confront segregation 
and exploitation. 


Put the “Progressives” to the Test 


We want to rebuild the movement 
against police brutality in a way that can 
actually succeed. We want to show in 
action what kind of methods are needed to 
get justice. Exposing the cops’ dirty deeds 
is a basic act of self-defense for black 
people and the oppressed. It is also a red 
line that even the most “progressive” pol- 
iticians do not want to cross. That’s why 
there are so many cover-ups and sealed 
files that the families of victims are not 
allowed to see. Just look at the case of 
Eric Garner, whose grand jury files are 
still sealed. 

There are politicians who claim to fight 
on behalf of black people. So, why don’t 
they actually do something to prove it? 
Why don’t they open the police archives 
and show where they really stand once 
and for all? Let’s take Pamela Price, the 
Alameda County D.A. She got into office 
by pushing the police reform politics of 
BLM. She promised to make things bet- 
ter for black people and stop police vio- 
lence. Clearly, that hasn’t happened. She 
reopened some cases of police brutality 
and promised to jail the cops responsible, 
like those in the case of Mario Gonzalez, 
who was shot dead by Alameda cops in 


2021. What has happened? Absolutely 
nothing. 

Price is currently facing a recall elec- 
tion not because she failed black people, 
but because she’s “too soft on crime.” 
There is a movement to defend her from 
the right-wing recall. We say to those 
who defend Price: If you think she really 
doesn’t deserve to be recalled, then make 
her actually do something in defense of 
black people. Demand that she open the 
police archives and jail the killer cops 
in Oakland! Make her show where she 
stands. Locking up their own thugs, like 
opening the police archives is also a red 
line that capitalist politicians don’t want 
to cross. They are not about to throw the 
cops in jail for doing their jobs in service 
to the ruling class. 

Some activists call for things that sound 
like what we’re saying, but their purpose 
is to mobilize people under the same 
bankrupt politics of BLM. They want to 
get a “progressive” D.A. into office or 
vote for Democrats. We know where this 
road leads...nowhere. Our purpose in call- 
ing to “open the police archives” and “jail 
the killer cops” is to expose who the real 
enemy is and why we need to move for- 
ward without them. Mobilizing longshore 
workers in the Bay Area to take action, 
independent of and against capitalist pol- 
iticians and state authorities, would do far 
more to bring justice for these families 
than any politician, court or city council 
could ever achieve. 


Open the Police Archives! 


The case of Eric Garner has a direct 
connection to the working class. Garner 
comes from a transit family, and the pow- 
erful New York City transit union could 
cause some real grief for the capitalists 
and make real progress in opening up his 
sealed grand jury files. But why hasn’t the 
union leadership mobilized the member- 
ship behind his case? It’s because unions 
across the country are run by people who 
do not want to cause trouble for the cap- 
italist class. That is why there have been 
no labor mobilizations to make the cap- 


italists concede to demands in defense 
of black rights. The union leadership is 
another reason the movement against 
police brutality is at an impasse. As part 
of rallying the unions to take up the fight 
for justice, there must be a struggle in the 
unions to replace the current union lead- 
ership with a class-struggle one. 

It is absolutely essential to bring the 
fight for justice for victims of police 
brutality into the working class. Each 
individual case of police brutality must 
be connected to the fight against black 
oppression and the cause of labor as a 
whole. The fight against police brutality 
and black oppression more broadly is of 
direct importance to the working class. 
The more that these cases are taken up 
and seen as a cause of labor, the stronger 
the labor movement will be. 

Getting these cases to take root in the 
working class will be a process requir- 
ing patience and persistence. The first 
step is to publicize these cases in unions 
and working-class communities. Making 
these connections is planting the seeds 
to rebuild the movement against police 
brutality in a way that can actually bring 
about justice. 

To this end, we have launched OPA 
committees in each of the cities where the 
SL/U.S. is located (NYC, L.A., Chicago 
and Oakland). The OPA committees will 
seek to expose the bankruptcy of rely- 
ing on the Democrats and police reform, 
while fighting in the interests of workers, 
black people and all the oppressed to get 
justice. These committees will be organ- 
ized around the following demands: 

e Open all the police archives! 

e The 100 most heinous cases in every 

city must be open to public scrutiny! 

e For united multiracial class-struggle 

defense! 

The committees will hold regular public 
meetings to discuss the campaign and map 
out its next steps. See contact details below 
for more information and to get involved. 
We also encourage all those who agree 
with the above perspective to launch their 
own OPA committees where they are. ™ 


UNITED FRONT PROTEST: PACK THE COURTROOM! 


Eric Duprey was killed in August 2023 by 


Bronx cop Duran, who threw a 40-Ib. cooler 
at his head. Supporters of the Duprey family 


should mobilize in force for the court date! 


Tues., October 8, 8 a.m. 


Bronx Supreme Criminal Court 
265 East 161st St. 


Justice for Eric Duprey! 


Jail “Cooler Killer” Cop Duran! 


Open All Police Archives! 


contact@openpolicearchives.org 


Phone: 929-991-5983 | Initiators: OPA Committee-NYC and Black Lives Matter Greater NY. 


T he following was originally printed 
as a Workers Vanguard supplement 
dated September 11. 

All is not well in the International 
Socialist Alternative (ISA). The last few 
months have seen an accelerating dis- 
integration of what has been one of the 
largest ostensibly Trotskyist tendencies. 
Earlier this year, an international fac- 
tion to “Defend Safeguarding, Socialist 
Feminism and Internal Democracy” split 
the tendency down the middle, resulting 
in at least the Irish section leaving the 
ISA (see “Save the ISA from the COC!” 
Workers Hammer No. 252, Spring 2024). 
Since then, Kshama Sawant—Seattle city 
council member from 2014 to 2024 and 
public face of U.S.-based Socialist Alter- 
native (SAlt)—has also walked out the 
door, bringing several cadres with her. 

Readers of ISA’s press would be justi- 
fied in feeling confused about the ongoing 
crisis. The quits by Sawant and the Irish 
section have not even been acknowledged 
publicly, much less explained politically. 
As for those unlucky enough to have come 
across ISA factional documents, includ- 
ing Sawant’s “Why We’re Launching Rev- 
olutionary Workers & Leaving Socialist 
Alternative,” they’re more likely to have 
gotten a headache than any kind of clarity. 

The Committee for a Workers’ Interna- 
tional (CWI)—from which the ISA orig- 
inates—at least provides a clear explana- 
tion. According to them, the crisis in the 
ISA proves that everything their London 
leadership said was correct and that they 
were entirely justified in expelling every- 
one that didn’t agree with them in 2019. 
Of course, the CWI itself doesn’t exactly 
project energy and political confidence. 
Whereas the ISA’s trajectory resembles 
that of a crashing plane, that of the CWI 
looks more like a slowly sinking ship. 

To really understand what’s happening 
in the ISA, it’s necessary to get a broader 
view. The internal turmoil it is going 
through is not an isolated incident but a 
symptom of the political crisis shaking 
the entire international Marxist left. Hav- 
ing ourselves gone through a long period 
of sectarian sterility followed by a vio- 
lent organizational collapse, the ICL is 
well placed to comment. We were able to 
emerge politically reinvigorated from our 
own crisis by digging down to the roots 
of our disorientation, some of which went 
back to our very inception (see “Why the 
ICL Collapsed & How We Reforged It,” 
Spartacist [English edition] No. 68, Sep- 
tember 2023). 

Of course, this took a lot of work, and 
many may not have the patience and deter- 
mination to undertake such a reorientation. 
In that case, there’s always the Grantite 
road of shoving big questions to the side, 
proclaiming a Revolutionary Communist 
International and shouting about commu- 
nism in the subway. While this may look 
superficially attractive, we doubt it’s going 
to end well for them. So, we say to ISA and 
ex-ISA members determined to continue 
the fight for socialism: buckle up, there is 
no quick and easy fix, but there is a road 
to emerge stronger from this crisis. 


Marxists and the 
Post-Soviet Period 


For anyone with two eyes and ears, 
it’s obvious that the last 40 years have 
not been kind to the international Marx- 
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ist left. Despite bursts of growth here or 
there, Marxists have much less social 
weight and influence than they did when 
the Soviet Union was still around. You 
only have to look at the average age of 
international Marxist leaders to see that 
much still rests on the fumes of the 1960s 
and ’70s. This weakness in the far left 
is itself a reflection of the constant set- 
backs in the workers movement over past 
decades. Most of the left acknowledges as 
much. For example, the ISA in its 2023 
“Epoch of Multiple Crises” explains that: 
“To varying degrees, the working class 
the world over continues to grapple with 
a serious crisis of political organization 
and leadership, and in mass conscious- 
ness, the perception that a viable alter- 
native exists to capitalism remains weak, 
let alone what alternative that might be 
and how it could come about.” 

While such descriptions are largely 
correct, they tend to present the retreats 
in the workers movement as a purely 
objective process—that is, one for which 
the left has no responsibility and no real 
means of affecting. In fact, to the extent 
that there is any attempt whatsoever to 
explain the crisis in Marxist parties, it 
is generally attributed to psychological 
reasons, such as “bureaucratic appetites” 
or “demoralization” at the possibility of 
revolution. In our conference document 
“The Breakdown of U.S. Hegemony & the 
Struggle for Workers Power” (see Spar- 
tacist [English edition] No. 68), the ICL 
has sought to go beyond such platitudes 
and give a political explanation for the 
crisis in the far left since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 

The document explains how the posi- 
tion of the working class was weakened 
through the destruction of the USSR and 
the resulting uncontested hegemony of 
U.S. imperialism. These objective defeats 
were in turn translated into a political and 
ideological offensive by the capitalists 
that took the form of liberal triumphal- 
ism. To justify their domination over the 
entire planet, the U.S. and its allies did 
not proclaim the supremacy of the white 
race or anything of the sort; rather, they 
used the cover of “freedom,” “democ- 
racy” and “human rights.” Some of the 
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political establishment in Europe and the 
U.S. even proclaimed themselves to be 
for “open borders,” “anti-racism,” “ecol- 
ogy,” “gay rights” and “feminism.” From 
Clinton to Blair to the ANC, much of the 
neo-liberal offensive against the working 
class was carried out under the mantle of 
“progressive” liberalism. 

Most leaders of the workers movement 
used this opportunist posturing by the rul- 
ing class to ditch class struggle and pre- 
sent themselves as respectable bourgeois 
liberals. The working class suffered defeat 
after defeat during this period, not due to 
repression but due to the co-optation of 
its leaders. This was not inevitable! It was 
necessary and possible to break workers 
from these leaders. Marxists needed to do 
this by showing how alliances with “pro- 
gressive” capitalists in fact hindered the 
cause of all the oppressed, from workers 
to women to racial minorities. 

But this was not done. Instead, the 
Marxist left positioned itself as the most 
consistent and radical wing of liberalism 
and supported all sorts of pro-capitalist 
politicians and trade unionists. From the 
anti-globalization and antiwar move- 
ments to Occupy, BLM and #MeToo, the 
so-called Marxists did not fight to break 
the struggles from the ideological and 
political leadership of liberals, but rather 
sought to incrementally push these move- 
ments to the left. 

Meanwhile the working class has been 
devastated by the very people and insti- 
tutions proclaiming lofty liberal prin- 
ciples—just think of the EU, Obama or 
Kamala Harris today. As a result, the 
working class increasingly hates liberals 
and everyone associated with them. Since 
the far left is mostly indistinguishable 
from the left wing of the ruling class (e.g., 
AOC, Sanders, Tlaib) many workers are 
moving to the right, seeing in racist and 
anti-woke demagoguery a “real” alterna- 
tive to the status quo. 


Leninism and the 
Revolutionary Party 


Here we must take a step back and look 
at the tasks of Marxist parties in rela- 
tion to mass movements. Of course, it is 
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essential for revolutionaries to participate 
in the struggles of the working class and 
oppressed layers. It certainly will not do 
to denounce reformist movements while 
standing on the sidelines—something 
with which our own tendency has had 
long experience. But neither is it correct 
to fully merge with the reformist move- 
ment and liquidate the independent Marx- 
ist strategy—as the ISA does. There is a 
constant tension between these two poles 
and getting the balance right is the most 
difficult part of Marxist politics. 

To untangle the problem, it is neces- 
sary to first be clear about the founding 
principles of Leninism. With the outbreak 
of World War I and the wholesale capitu- 
lation of European Social Democracy to 
social chauvinism, Lenin understood that 
opportunism within the labor movement 
wasn’t simply a petty-bourgeois devia- 
tion that would disappear as the workers 
movement matured, but a bourgeois trend 
within the working class. The experience 
of the war showed that the revolutionary 
impulses of the working class would be 
smothered as long as it remained under 
the hold of leaders committed to main- 
taining the capitalist order. From this, he 
concluded that there needed to be a split 
within the working class between its rev- 
olutionary and opportunist wings. This 
cornerstone of Leninism is the necessary 
starting point for approaching the tasks of 
the revolutionary party. 

The second part of the problem is to 
concretely apply these principles in action. 
That is, to show in practice to the working 
class and oppressed that advancing their 
interests requires the leadership of a rev- 
olutionary workers party. The question of 
how to do this is necessarily concrete. It 
depends on what is happening in society, 
the consciousness of the working class 
and the strength of the revolutionary van- 
guard. However, whether we are speaking 
of the eve of the October Revolution or the 
interventions of tiny revolutionary forces 
today, the approach is essentially the same: 
to foster the progressive impulses of the 
masses and bring them into conflict with 
the leaders who restrain and divert these 
impulses. 

What does this look like concretely? 
Let’s take BLM as an example. Mass 
protests erupted out of the righteous 
anger at cops murdering black people on 
a daily basis. This was certainly a pro- 
gressive impulse. But this justified anger 
was channeled into all kinds of political 
dead ends, from cop reform to electing 
Biden. In this case, the task of revolu- 
tionaries was to support and push for- 
ward the struggle against police brutality 
and black oppression by pointing to how 
the movement was being held back by its 
liberal leadership. There is no contradic- 
tion between participating in the struggle 
to advance it and fighting for it to take a 
different course under a different leader- 
ship. In fact, whether an anti-police bru- 
tality, women’s and LGBTQ+ liberation 
or trade-union struggle, the only way to 
truly advance the struggle is to fight for 
a class strategy counterposed to that of 
current opportunist leaders. 


Vanguard or Rearguard? 


Needless to say, the approach described 
above is not that of the ISA or its prede- 
cessor, the CWI. In approaching BLM, 


Having tailed Sanders, BLM and other liberal forces, both sides of SAIt split 
now seek to surf Green Party wave. Erased is the role of a revolutionary 
party. This is at the root of the crisis in the ISA today. 
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Bernie Sanders, the trade-union or any 
other movement, the ISA perspective is 
not to break the masses animated by pro- 
gressive impulses from the leaders who 
restrict and divert those impulses. Instead, 
the ISA seeks to ride the coattails of var- 
ious movements and maybe push them a 
little to the left. 

The current U.S. elections provide a 
case study for their practice. On the one 
hand, there is a real opening to make the 
case for an independent working-class 
party (see front page). On top of the deep 
hatred for both main parties, there is wide- 
spread revulsion at the genocide in Gaza. 
On the other hand, this objective pressure 
alone is not sufficient. For the working 
class to advance its class independence, 
there are important obstacles that must 
be taken on; how SAIt approaches these 
obstacles is highly indicative of how it 
views its tasks as a party. 

The first and main obstacle is the 
trade-union bureaucracy. The trade-union 
movement is led by pro-capitalist leaders 
determined to defend the status quo of 
the two-party system. Thus, the question 
of building an authentic political expres- 
sion of working-class interests is insep- 
arable from the fight for a political split 
within the working-class movement itself. 
This is not how SAIt views the question. 
Their perspective is for the trade-union 
bureaucracy itself to build a new party. 
For example, they call on Sean O’Brien 
of the Teamsters and Shawn Fain of the 
UAW to stop supporting the Republicans 
and Democrats and “call a conference this 


Fall to launch a new pro-labor, anti-war 
party” (“We Need A New Party, Not A 
New Democrat,” 23 July). 

Fundamentally, SAlt does not seek to 
replace the pro-capitalist leaders of the 
unions with socialists, but to exert “seri- 
ous pressure from below to counteract the 
bourgeois pressure from above” (“2024 
Socialist Alternative US Perspectives,” 23 
August). What this denies is that the trade- 
union bureaucrats are not simply mis- 
guided, but materially and politically tied 
to the status quo. The fact that they can 
speak left and be militant under pressure 
from their base does not change their class 
allegiance. But SAIt gobbles up the leftist 
rhetoric wholesale, praising Fain for his 
speeches against billionaires while ignor- 
ing the fact that his posturing was wielded 
to restrain UAW workers during last year’s 
strike and then to support Biden and Har- 
ris. The point is simple: for the working 
class to be politically independent, it needs 
leaders who understand why this is neces- 
sary and are ready to fight for it. 

The second key obstacle to building a 
working-class party is the illusion that if 
the Democrats moved slightly to the left, 
it would be possible to defeat Trump and 
advance the cause of the oppressed. This 
is essentially the perspective of the Green 
Party—to be a pressure on the Democrats, 
either to convince them to adopt a left- 
liberal-eco program or to replace them 
as the main left pole in U.S. politics. One 
must be utterly deluded to think that U.S. 
imperialism could ever be run by liberal 
hippies—whether inside or outside the 
Democratic Party. The only real perspec- 
tive that can defeat reaction and advance 
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the interests of the oppressed is one based 
on class struggle. 

SAIt knows this, of course, but it doesn’t 
stop them from supporting Jill Stein and 
the Green Party. Why? Because they see 
“a big vote for Stein and [Cornel] West 
as the best way to open a discussion on 
the need to build an independent and 
viable workers party” (23 August). This 
makes absolutely no sense. The Greens 
(and West) have zero pretension of want- 
ing to build a workers party or fight for 
socialism. A strong showing for them will 
reinforce illusions that Green politics are 
an alternative, not “open a discussion” on 
a workers party. Moreover, the Greens 
embody the very left-liberal brand of pol- 
itics that have pushed the working class 
into the arms of reaction. Their very name 
symbolizes petty-bourgeois ecology, not 
class politics. Association with the Greens 
can only discredit socialists in the eyes of 
the working class. 

But for SAIt (and Sawant), it is more 
important to latch onto the most popu- 
lar left alternative to the Democrats than 
to engage in a political struggle within 
the unions, the DSA and the Palestinian 
movement for a class split in the upcom- 
ing elections. Instead of steering the class 
struggle away from the obstacles in its 
way, the whole approach of SAIt and the 
ISA is to surf any wave it can, even when 
it knows it is doomed to crash onto the 
shore. 

While this approach can sometimes 
produce short-term success as regards 
recruitment and influence, it erases the 
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Wayne, Michigan, August 8: Shawn Fain shills for Harris/Walz. The role of 
communists is not to boost left-talking union leaders committed to capitalism 
but to fight for communist leadership. 


role of the revolutionary party. This is 
clear in the current U.S. elections, where 
the ISA plays no independent role from 
the Green Party. This then begs the ques- 
tion: what is even the purpose of the ISA? 
You don’t need a revolutionary party to 
support the Greens or to push Shawn Fain 
to the left. And in fact, that is precisely 
the conclusion that Kshama Sawant has 
drawn. Why bother to have a broader pro- 
gram for socialism and against imperial- 
ism if the main task anyway is to push 
current movements a bit to the left? Much 
better to just focus on the six minimum 
demands of her Workers Strike Back. 

At bottom, the disintegration of the 
ISA is simply the product of its program, 
which effectively writes off any kind of 
decisive role for the revolutionary party 
in current struggles. This problem is not 
unique to the ISA. In fact, if we go back 
to the ISA’s 2019 founding split, we can 
see that this very dynamic was already at 
play within the CWI. 

The Irish section saw its main oppor- 
tunities in surfing on the feminist move- 
ment, while the stodgy British wanted 
to keep waiting for the tide to come in 
behind the trade unions. Of course, any 
Marxist will agree that the struggle for 
women’s liberation and the trade-union 
movement must be merged. But this can 
only happen by fighting for a split with 
the feminists—whose moralism and ide- 
alist politics alienate workers—and a 
split with the trade-union bureaucracy— 
whose narrow economism betrays the 
fight against special oppression (see “Pro- 
gramme for NHS strikes,” Workers Ham- 
mer No. 249, Spring 2023). In contrast, 
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trying to stay in the tow of feminists and 
the union bureaucracy can only divide the 
working class and tear an organization 
apart. We see this at play today. The same 
capitulation to feminism and trade-union 
opportunism that drove the split with the 
CWI is now driving the splits in the ISA. 


Analysis and Program 


What does any of this have to do with 
the question of liberalism and the post- 
Soviet period discussed above? Under- 
standing the role of the revolutionary 
party is central to understanding the cri- 
sis in the ISA and the Marxist left more 
generally. However, this question plays 
out in a concrete historical setting. The 
failure of the left to build a strong revo- 
lutionary international party is the result 
of capitulating to the distinct political 
pressures of the period. Understanding 
the relation of U.S. imperialist hegemony 
and liberal ideology to the capitulations of 
the labor movement was—and remains— 
crucial to guiding the working class in 
its daily struggles. Only from such an 
understanding does it become clear that 
to fight imperialism one must fight in the 
workers movement against the influence 
of liberalism, which has fostered reaction 
and paralyzed struggle. 

However, if—like the ISA—confront- 
ing the dominant illusions in the work- 
ers movement is not seen to be the par- 
ty’s central task, then one’s view of the 
world will necessarily reflect these very 
illusions. Members of the ISA believe 
that their analysis of the “new Cold war” 
driven by the rise of “Chinese imperial- 
ism” is a unique view that distinguishes 
them from every other tendency. But, in 
fact, opposing “both sides” in the conflict 
between the U.S. and China is not unique 
at all, but is widespread among pacifist 
social democrats. 

Without going into an in-depth refu- 
tation of the ISA’s analysis of the world 
situation here (see “The Class Nature of 
China,” Spartacist [English edition] No. 
69, August 2024), it is enough to point out 
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that by being totally oblivious to the reac- 
tionary role of liberalism in the workers 
movement the ISA finds itself disarmed in 
the face of imperialist propaganda against 
China and Russia. The truth is that the 
entire capitalist world system still rests 
on the U.S. and the institutions it set up 
after World War II. The hysteria in the 
bourgeois press against China serves to 
mask this fact and rally workers and the 
oppressed in defense of the rapidly disin- 
tegrating liberal status quo. 


Which Road Forward? 


Despite our fundamental difference 
with the political course of the ISA, we 
take no pleasure in its ongoing crisis, 
not least because it is the result of right- 
wing liberal pressures. A liquidation on 
the model of the International Socialist 
Organization in the U.S. would be a set- 
back for the socialist movement. 

Drastic organizational measures to 
curb internal tensions can be a way to 
slow the bleeding. However, it will not 
do anything to tackle the political causes 
of the current crisis. Such measures can 
only postpone the reckoning. The only 
way to a progressive outcome is through 
open and thorough political debate that 
does not shy away from going back to the 
very roots of the Militant tendency. The 
failure to do this following the expulsion 
from the CWI has directly led to the cur- 
rent predicament. It is essential that this 
mistake not be repeated. 

There is a chance for the international 
Trotskyist movement to come out stronger 
from the crisis gripping the ISA. To this 
end—and despite the often-antagonistic 
history between our two tendencies—we 
propose that the ICL and the ISA open a 
frank and comradely discussion over the 
perspectives for the revolutionary move- 
ment in the current period. Only patient 
and principled debates between tenden- 
cies can put a stop to constant disintegra- 
tion of revolutionary forces and lead to 
advances in reforging a true World Party 
of Socialist Revolution. m 


Marxists & Palestine: 
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Not Imperialist, Not Capitalist 


For far too long, the many thousands- 
strong workforce of New York City’s 
sprawling subway and bus system has 
not been able to vote for any union can- 
didates looking to mobilize workers to 
truly fight for their interests. That has 
changed in the upcoming Transport 
Workers Union (TWU) Local 100 elec- 
tions for Executive Board with the cam- 
paign of two militants from the “Transit 
Workers for a Fighting Union.” 

NYC’s vast transit system runs 24/7/365. 
Everyone knows that it is the beating heart 
and circulatory system of the metropolis. 
Nonetheless, the capitalist rulers shame- 
lessly let it decay to the point where it is 


Vote for Our Candidates 
for Executive Board! 


We are running for Executive Board in two divisions— 
RTO [train operators] and TA Surface Maintenance [bus 
maintenance]—on a program to fight back against the MTA’s 
drive to make us pay for their latest budget crisis. This country’s 
rulers have billions to line their own pockets and for imperialist 


Militants Run 
for Executive Board 
in TWU Local 100 


unbearable and dangerous for the riders and 
transit workers alike. The huge multiracial 
transit workforce toils with low pay for 
long hours in extremely unsafe conditions. 
It is not widely known that transit workers 
regularly deal with subway fatalities that 
occur every week on average nor that transit 
workers’ lives are shortened by industrial 
hazards that should be relics of the past. Yet 
they have enormous potential social power 
(as shown by solid strikes in 1966, 1980 
and 2005), which a class-struggle union 
leadership could organize and unleash. 
The Transit Workers for a Fighting Union 
candidates are running on a program to do 
just that. We reprint their platform below. 


slaughters abroad, but plead poverty as New York City’s transit system rots. Working 
people need to fight back! Here’s our program to transform our union into one that fights 


against the bosses and for all transit workers: 


¢ “We Move New York!” We should be able to afford to live here! We need raises high 
enough to win back what we’ve lost to inflation and giveback contracts, plus full 
cost-of-living adjustments (COLA) against inflation. We shouldn’t have to work tons 
of overtime and endure long commutes just to make rent! 


Abolish Tier 6! Everyone to top tier now! The tier system screws newer workers, pits 


us against each other, and destroys union bargaining power. Equal pay for equal work! 
Upgrade Tier 6 to Tier 4 now! Fight for a 20/50/non-contributory pension for all! 


We shouldn’t have to kill ourselves to do our jobs! Injuries and death threaten work- 


ers and riders every day. The Safety Dispute Resolution Form still keeps safety in 
the hands of the bosses, who create dangerous conditions to begin with. Workers 
should control safety! Any worker should be able to shut down unsafe work and the 


entire union must back them up! 


ILWU... 


(continued from page 2) 


Others insisted that the union could not 
“take sides.” Most of the delegates from 
Local 23 in Tacoma—which is a strategic 
logistics center for the U.S. armed forces 
and where the ILWU regularly works mil- 
itary cargo on a dedicated military pier— 
insisted they had to vote no in order to 
preserve their work. In contrast, all these 
delegates were happy to vote for the Gaza 
ceasefire resolution, which passed unan- 
imously. Far from being a “step in the 
right direction,” the ceasefire resolution 
simply allowed the ILWU bureaucracy 
to cover their refusal to lift a finger to 
defend the Palestinians with meaningless 
“peace” rhetoric. You will look in vain for 
any mention of the debate on the Israeli 
arms boycott in the sanitized convention 
account published in the June Dispatcher. 
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10 


The leadership of the Palestinian soli- 
darity movement shares the same liberal 
politics of the union leaders. The Palestin- 
ian Youth Movement (PYM) has launched 
a “Mask Off Maersk” campaign. Recog- 
nizing the strategic nature of the ship- 
ping industry, their aim is to “shame” the 
profiteers who run the Danish shipping 
giant into dropping all their contracts to 
transport arms to Israel. The PYM argues 
that this demand is “winnable” because 
the arms trade is a relatively small part 
of Maersk’s profits. 

However, the entire globalized shipping 
industry relies on a strong U.S. military, 
with Israel as its deputy in the Near East. 
Moral appeals to the capitalists are not 
going to make them act against their inter- 
ests. The Gaza war has been good for busi- 
ness—all the shippers are raking in excess 
profits because vessels have to go around 
Africa to avoid the Suez Canal and Houthi 
missile attacks. The longer travel distances 
have been grounds to raise prices yet again. 

PYM members have approached work- 
ers to support their campaign, but they 
rely on the same kind of moral appeals 
that they address to Maersk. Most of my 
coworkers in Local 10 are horrified by the 
genocide and identify with the oppressed 
Palestinians. They understand that it is the 
Democrats who are responsible for arming 
Israel so that it can flatten Gaza and slaugh- 
ter Palestinian men, women and children. 
But they are disarmed by the labor traitors, 
who claim that the Democrats will rein 
in their Israeli ally if only the majority of 
Americans make clear they want “peace.” 
They are disarmed by the union leadership, 
which proclaims that U.S. imperialism can 
be a force for good in the world. It is pre- 
cisely their support for the U.S. rulers that 
lies behind the labor leadership’s sabotage 
of the fight for the most basic needs of the 
working class here at home. 

The working class is no more likely 


We reprint below a September 12 
statement issued by the Hospital Workers 
Building Union Power. 

The short-staffing crisis in the hospitals 
is grinding us down. Intolerable conditions 
during COVID led thousands of workers 
to leave and the bosses don’t want to pay 
to replace them. Management makes more 
profit by squeezing more work out of those 
of us left. We have more patients in less 
time, more tasks with less training, more 
overtime—making conditions unsafe for 
workers and patients alike. 

We need a massive wage raise to 
keep up with the cost of living in New 
York City. We need to raise everyone’s 
wages so there is equal pay for equal 
work at the highest rate citywide. One 
job should be enough to live on and sup- 
port our families! Throwing the doors 
of the hospitals open to all those who 
want work would allow the work to be 
spread around to everyone. The union 
should control hiring, training and 
safety so that the hospitals can be run 
in the interests of the workers and the 
patients, not the bosses. 

Unions have the power to fight for 
what the workers need because without 


Fight Short-Staffing— 
Dump the No-Strike Clause! 


Unchain Power of 1199! 


our work the bosses can’t make their 
profits. But the union leaders handcuff 
and gag the union with the no-strike 
clause in the contract with the League 
hospitals. This prevents workers from 
using their collective power—or even 
discussing how to fight back effec- 
tively—and allows the bosses to walk 
all over us. The union leaders do this in 
the name of partnership with the bosses 
and hand over millions in dues money 
to one of the bosses’ parties—the Dem- 
ocrats. A class-struggle leadership of 
the union would use all that money for a 
strike fund so we could fight for what’s 
needed in opposition to the Dems and 
Republicans, who have ruined the coun- 
try’s economy and healthcare system. 
Hospital Workers Building Union Power 
wants to fight to get rid of the no-strike 
clause and unchain the power of 1199. 


Hospital Workers 
Building Union Power 


hospitalworkersunionpower@gmail.com 
Tel: (917) 722-6320 
(@X @hwbup_nyc 


For black liberation! Down with witch hunts against migrants and refugees! The 


MTA is run like a plantation, with the bosses segregating us by job title, hammering 
us with discipline and keeping us weak. Racial oppression is used to drive down 
wages and work conditions for all workers, including white union members. Join us 


in the fight to end plantation justice! 


= = ‘@: ad 
Port of Los Angeles, August 28: PYM appeals to Maersk shipping giant not 


Oppose the Democrats and Republicans! Workers should run the country! Whether 
it’s Trump or Harris at the helm, working people will lose. The union tops keep 
telling us to vote for Democrats, but you can’t fight the bosses if you’re in bed with 
their political parties. In the current national elections, we urge transit workers to 
vote for the working-class alternative: Claudia De la Cruz and Karina Garcia from 
the Party for Socialism and Liberation for president and vice president. We need to 
build a party that aims to put working people in charge from top to bottom! 


Damian Dovarganes/AP 


to ship arms to Israel. Moral suasion will not convince bosses to act against 
their own interests, only a blow against them can make a difference. 


to spring into action to confront the 
U.S. rulers on the basis of moral appeals 
than Biden/Harris and Maersk are to 
be convinced to “do the right thing” by 
the Palestinians. The only way to move 
the workers to action to free Palestine is 
by making clear that doing so is crucial 
to advancing their class interests at the 
expense of the common enemy. This, in 
turn, is possible only if the purpose of the 
protest is not to pressure U.S. imperial- 
ism and the shipping giants to act with 
humanity but rather to land an actual 
blow against them. Any serious effort to 
mobilize workers in this way will have to 
contend with and expose the sabotage of 
the pro-capitalist labor bureaucracy. 

On the East and Gulf Coast ports, 
Maersk’s owners are facing a potential 
showdown with the International Long- 
shoremen’s Association (ILA). Negotia- 
tions between the shippers represented by 
USMX (which includes Maersk) have bro- 


ken down over Maersk’s introduction of 
automated gating systems in the Mobile, 
Alabama, port. Unlike Willie Adams, who 
pledged to Biden that the ILWU would 
not strike during its recent contract nego- 
tiations, ILA president Harold Daggett is 
talking militant, threatening to lock down 
every port from Maine to Texas when the 
contract expires on September 30. 

Daggett has no more intention of threat- 
ening the fundamental interests of U.S. 
imperialism than Willie Adams did. But 
if the ILA does strike, I will fight for the 
ILWU to take all action necessary to sup- 
port our East and Gulf Coast brothers and 
sisters, starting in the first instance with 
boycotting cargo diverted to the West 
Coast. A strike which shuts down a good 
portion of American ports and wrests major 
gains from the shippers would do more to 
aid the struggle for Palestinian freedom 
than 1,000 “Mask Off Maersk” protests or 
union ceasefire resolutions. 


WORKERS VANGUARD 


mu Secregation Holds Back ILA == 


International Longshoremen’s 
Association (ILA) president Har- 
old Daggett instructed East and 
Gulf Coast longshore workers to 
prepare to strike over wages and 
automation on October 1. The ILA 
Master Contract will expire just 
five weeks before the presidential 
election. Democratic and Repub- 
lican politicians are increasingly 
inciting racial conflict between 
white workers and black workers. 
Liberals push the lie that anyone 
who doesn’t vote for Biden’s partner-in- 
crime, Kamala Harris, must be an anti- 
woman racist. Meanwhile, Trump and J.D. 
Vance seize on workers’ justified anger at 
the Establishment and try to create a lynch 
mob atmosphere against immigrants, 
blacks, and trans people. 

These same racial divisions threaten 
to undermine any strike. For example, in 
Newark, New Jersey, and Norfolk, Vir- 
ginia, there are two longshore locals, one 
predominantly black and the other pre- 
dominantly white. But with the right strat- 
egy, the ILA can unite its ranks and win 
a real victory against the shipping bosses 
and America’s rulers. This would show the 
way forward for workers across the coun- 
try. To do that and win decisive gains, 
the union must link the struggle for more 
jobs and better wages and working condi- 
tions to the fight against racial oppression. 
Either the union moves to break down its 
divisions or the bosses and their liberal 
politicians will use them to break a strike. 
End the segregated union setup that under- 
mines the ILA’s fighting power! 

At the 2023 ILA convention, ILA vice 
president Dennis Daggett said about 
the contract negotiations, “If it’s a fight 
they want, it’s a war they’re gonna get!” 
That sounds good. But preparation for 
class war must not be left in the hands 
of the Daggetts and other ILA tops. Even 
though it is possible for them to lead a 
strike, they enforce the segregated status 
quo that could easily sink it. Longshore 
workers would be held back by the ILA 
tops’ entire strategy—to seek favors from 
Trump and the Democrats, declare them- 
selves partners of the USMX company 
alliance and focus on boosting the bosses’ 
profits in the name of saving jobs. 


How to Stop the Bosses’ 
Divide-and-Conquer Tricks 


The first step is to break down the divi- 
sions by race and by craft on the docks. 
Up and down the East Coast, black ILA 
members are concentrated primarily in 
the longshore craft, while skilled posi- 
tions such as checkers (clerks) have his- 
torically been reserved for white workers. 
In New Jersey, black longshoremen, white 
longshoremen, checkers, mechanics and 
lashers all work together, but they meet 
in isolated locals on different nights. They 
fight in isolation the day-to-day company 
abuse and unsafe work conditions. In 
most cases, no ILA member of any race in 
the New York-New Jersey port is allowed 
to carry their seniority into a physically 
easier craft (e.g., checker) or a different 
company’s pier; their seniority depends 
on the company list for each job. 

At the moment, the checker jobs in 
New Jersey and Alabama are under the 
most direct threat of automation. This 
mainly white workforce needs unity with 
black coworkers now more than ever. The 
black and white longshoremen’s own self- 
defense against future job loss requires 
defending the checkers today. 

Racial segregation is the bosses’ main 
weapon to keep their wage slaves divided 
and to defend their profit system. Separate 
is not equal in the unions or in society! 
Separate schools, housing and medical 
care means inferior schools, housing and 
medical care for black people. Liberal 
politicians say racial equality can only 
come by taking something away from 
white workers. This lie pushes white 
workers—the natural allies of black peo- 
ple—deeper into the arms of anti-union 


SEPTEMBER 2024 


racists like Donald Trump and Marjorie 
Taylor Greene. 

White workers do not benefit from 
segregation. Discrimination against black 
people drives everyone’s conditions down. 
White workers are compelled to accept 
less than what they deserve because the 
bosses point to the black workers on the 
bottom and tell white workers: “Quit 
complaining!” 

Maintaining separate locals damages 
both white and black ILA members’ 


Prepare to Strike! 
Fuse the Locals! 


saving technology in violation of the 
contract. Daggett’s strategy has always 
been to try to stop automation by mak- 
ing longshoremen work faster. This is a 
losing proposition. It is cutting your own 
throat, sacrificing safety and allowing 
the boss to employ fewer workers. 
Automation always happens in indus- 
try, the question is: Will technology work 
for longshoremen by reducing the length 
of the workweek with no loss in pay—or 
will it screw them out of a job? Workers, 


To strengthen and unite the ILA 


in preparation for a winning strike battle, 
we put forward the following program: 


e Top rate and benefits for all ILA members. 
Eliminate the inequality. For a vastly shorter 
workday for all—at no loss in daily pay. 


e Picket lines mean don’t cross! Prepare to 
fight any retaliation against ILA leaders and 
members. Cops, courts and government: 


Hands off the union! 


e Organize interlocal meetings that undercut 
the race, craft and sectional divisions. Build 
interracial class-struggle strike committees. 
Fuse the locals at every port! 


ability to fight—and makes the union an 
easy target of liberal union-busters like 
Newark mayor Ras Baraka. The differ- 
ent locals can’t win a strike in isolation, 
so they shouldn’t organize themselves in 
isolation! The union must fight for one 
integrated ILA local in every port, with 
black and white class-struggle leaders. 

Between now and October 1, we urge 
ILA members to ensure their strike com- 
mittees are composed of workers from 
all crafts and locals at their port. Mobi- 
lize workers on the docks and at the ter- 
minals against unsafe work conditions 
and abuse by the bosses. Insist that your 
union reps meet with you all together 
across local lines. 


How to Win Raises and 
Job Security 


Longshoremen know that the shippers 
have been robbing them blind as they rake 
in tens of billions in profits annually. The 
base pay for new hires—$20/hour—is 
just slightly over the $17/hour that ILA 
members earned in 1986! The current top 
hourly rate for West Coast ILWU long- 
shoremen is significantly higher than for 
ILA members. 

The vast inequality for ILA new hires 
undermines senior ILA members’ fight 
for raises, job security and shorter work- 
days. Why give old-timers a raise to 
match inflation, if the boss can hire young 
workers at half price? The ILA should 
demand the top rate and benefits for all 
ILA members—young and old, North and 
South. For 6 hours’ work for 12 hours’ pay 
at ILWU rates! Jobs for all! 

The shipping bosses, most notably 
Maersk, have been introducing labor- 


not the bosses, must control the process 
of automation to make it benefit them. 
The union must have the right to strike 
over safety and automation decisions at 
any time. Eliminate the no-strike clause! 


How to Defeat Government 
Strikebreaking 


In the event of a strike, the shipping 
bosses will come prepared with their 
government, their police and their Taft- 
Hartley strikebreaking law. The govern- 
ment will demand the union call off its 
strike before the ILA wins a contract. The 
bosses’ press will scream that the strike 
endangers “national interests,’ meaning 
the interests of the bosses. 


The Democratic and Republican 
parties both serve the bosses. When 
a strike has the potential to change 
the relations between the classes 
in favor of labor, they attack the 
unions. For example, Ronald Rea- 
gan fired over 12,000 striking 
PATCO air traffic controllers in 
1981, and Biden outlawed the rail- 
road workers strike in 2022. 

To defeat union-busting, it is nec- 
essary to know who your friends 
are and who your enemies are. 
While the courts, cops and capitalist poli- 
ticians are on the side of USMX, the ILA’s 
allies are other workers and the oppressed. 
The ILA must line up support now in pre- 
paring for a strike. Solidarity does not 
mean sending a few thousand bucks and 
a letter saying “best wishes.” It means real 
industrial action. 

Workers in many industries are con- 
fronted with racial inequality, stagnant 
wages, unequal pay for the same work 
and job insecurity. A strike organized 
and directed against these problems in a 
way that cuts through divisions and lifts 
up all workers would enable the ILA to 
galvanize not only other trade unions but 
also impoverished black, white and immi- 
grant communities. This would create a 
powerful force to counter government 
strikebreaking and propel forward the 
fight to improve the situation of the entire 
working class. 

The ILA should appeal to the ILWU 
to not handle diverted cargo in the event 
of a strike. Similarly, it should approach 
the Teamsters, rail unions and non-union 
port truckers, warehouse workers and sea- 
men. The ILA has a special responsibility 
to assist the port truckers in organizing a 
union. All of labor must be prepared to 
mobilize its forces if the government tries 
to break an ILA strike. 

The ILA tops, however, will not unleash 
a wave of labor struggle against the capital- 
ist establishment they depend on, especially 
right before the election. Instead, they try 
to play Trump off against Biden/Harris. 
Expressing dissatisfaction with Biden’s 
intervention into the ILWU contract nego- 
tiations last year, Daggett recently had a 
friendly talk with Trump. This is no way 
forward for longshoremen—Trump is 
explicitly anti-union, while Biden and 
Harris smile and stick the knife in labor’s 
back. The ILA can win real gains, but it 
needs leaders who don’t glad-hand cap- 
italist politicians and maintain the divi- 
sions inside the union. 


Next Steps for the ILA 


As Karl Marx said, “Labour cannot 
emancipate itself in the white skin where 
in the black it is branded.” The labor move- 
ment must unite the struggle for black 
freedom with the struggle for workers’ 
emancipation. To carry this out requires a 
class-struggle leadership and begins with 
fighting today to advance the interests of 
black people and all workers against the 
common enemy. ™ 
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Vote PSL... 


(continued from page 1) 


working-class alternative to the two-party 
system con game. They are running on a 
campaign to end capitalism and against 
Democratic Party lesser-evilism. Despite 
our political differences, we are giving 
critical support to the PSL campaign and 
encourage everyone in the workers move- 
ment to do the same. Everybody knows 
hard times are on the horizon. A vote for 
PSL would put workers in a stronger posi- 
tion to fight back against the attacks of 
either a Harris or a Trump presidency. 

The Democrats are so nervous about 
their ability to dupe working-class voters 
and so threatened by PSL that they want 
to remove them (and other third parties) 
from the ballot, especially in swing states. 
The Democrats want to deny voters the 
democratic right to even have the option 
to pull the lever for PSL. Support to the 
PSL presidential candidacy provides the 
best starting point for a working-class 
opposition to the Democrats on the elec- 
toral field. They don’t want to see work- 
ers united around a campaign to end cap- 
italism, the Democrats want to keep you 
united around preservation of the capital- 
ist system of exploitation. 


Harris: Reagan in Blackface 


With a very tight race ahead of Novem- 
ber, both Harris and Trump are jockeying 
for the working-class vote. The main dif- 
ference between the two is their approach: 
Harris wants to convince workers that it 
is better to be slaughtered with a smile 
than a scowl. 

Harris is not even a new face to mask 
the continuity with the administration that 
has screwed workers, black people, immi- 
grants and women for the last four years 
and overseen the Palestinian genocide. She 
just has been relieved of the “dead weight” 
of Biden himself. At the DNC, she made no 
pretense of offering anything new or dif- 
ferent from Biden—or fundamentally dif- 
ferent from Trump, for that matter. In fact, 
if you watched the DNC, you may have 
had to rub your eyes a few times—amid 
chants of “USA! USA!” and Harris’s proc- 
lamations for “country,” “law and order” 
and getting “tough on border security” —to 
make sure you weren’t watching the RNC. 

What we are seeing is an overall shift 
to the right in the bourgeois political 
spectrum. A prime example of this was 
the competition during the Harris/Trump 
debate over who could be the nastiest anti- 
immigrant bigot. Trump’s form of chau- 
vinism is just too excessive for the Dem- 
ocrats. They prefer Harris’s more studied 
brand. She smiles wide like a good liberal 
and wags her finger at Trump’s demagogu- 
ery, as she lays out her plans to ruin the 
lives of those who have fled the ravages 
of U.S. imperialism and dared attempt to 
eke out an existence here. In this way, she 
is more effective at dividing native and 
foreign-born workers and preventing them 
from joining forces against their common 
enemy, the U.S. capitalist rulers. 


Even some Republicans, like the 
Cheneys, have joined the mania, endors- 
ing Kamala and rejoicing over how much 
her economic and “law and order” pol- 
icies sound like Reagan and Bush. Also 
lining up behind Harris are yesterday’s 
“progressive” Democratic darlings, such 
as Sanders, AOC and Ilhan Omar. Gone 
are the crocodile tears for detainees. 
Genocide be damned let’s “save democ- 
racy’—which is under threat from the 
Democrats as well as the Republicans. 

Truth is, Trump and Harris agree on 
most essential questions facing U.S. 
imperialism—which is the cause of the 
immiseration of workers—they just dis- 
agree about how best to achieve the goal. 
The big exception right now is Ukraine. 
Trump wants to pull the plug on mili- 
tary aid, while Biden and Harris are 100 
percent for it. But either way, workers 
and the oppressed will continue to be 
shafted. In any case, it will be a govern- 
ment for the bourgeois elite, which is a 
truism understood in a very general way 
by the working class. 


Bribes and Bootlickers 


The fact that many workers will hold 
their nose and vote to maintain the sta- 
tus quo by going with Harris or vote 
Trump to fight it speaks to the crimi- 
nal role played by the misleaders of the 
workers movement. It is clear that neither 
the RNC and DNC conventions nor the 
debates after have done much to con- 
vince workers that things will change 
in their favor under either reactionary 
candidate. It’s no wonder that since then 
there has been a spike in worker unrest, 
as seen by the strike of Boeing Machin- 
ists, who went on strike because they 
deserve more—and they do! But workers 
will never progress toward getting what 
they deserve with leaders who keep them 
chained to the same capitalist parties that 
have squeezed them for decades. 

The Teamsters’ Sean O’Brien and the 
UAW’s Shawn Fain are representative of 
the new generation of union bureaucrat— 
and were given prominent speaking slots 
at the Republican and Democratic con- 
ventions, respectively. Fain lauds Harris 
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Adam J. Dewey/Anadolu 


for once visiting a strike picket line and 
declares her an honorary member of the 
working class—which if this were the cri- 
teria would make J.D. Vance a working- 
class hero for having visited a picket line 
in Toledo during the UAW strike last year. 
Either way, it is delusional for anyone who 
recalls the pandemic or the crushing of 
the rail workers to portray either a Trump 
or a Biden/Harris administration as pro- 
worker. O’Brien and Fain are trading on 
their newfound popularity in (especially 
liberal) ruling-class circles for having 
sold their unions short and not caused 
too much trouble for the bosses and their 
politicians in last year’s contract battles. 

It is no coincidence that less than a 
week after IAM leaders endorsed Harris 
and “committed to doing everything” to 
ensure her election, District 751 head Jon 
Holden tried to shove a rotten contract 
down the Boeing Machinists’ throats. 
With Holden taking a cue from O’Brien 
and Fain, this was an obvious attempt to 
try to lowball and bribe the membership 
to stand down in order to save face for 
Harris in the lead-up to the elections. For 
now, the Machinists are quite determined 
and not taking the bureaucracy’s bribe to 
settle and wait and see how everything 
plays out in November. 

Whether or not the Boeing strike is 
a game-changer for labor—and throws 
a monkey wrench into the elections— 
depends on the membership’s ability to 
take matters into their own hands and 
bend Boeing to its will. Pressure from 
below forced Holden to reluctantly call 
a strike. The bigger its impact, the more 
intense the pressure will be on the IAM 
bureaucracy to rein the strike in—so the 
Democrats don’t have to intervene. The 
union link to Harris can only undermine 
its struggle and must be rejected. 

It’s only two months into the Harris 
election campaign and a lot can happen 
between now and November. The Dem- 
ocrats have reason to worry—their engi- 
neered enthusiasm is already waning. 
The likelihood of a recession is fueling 
a sense of foreboding, bankruptcies and 
unemployment are up, Ukraine is losing, 
the situation in the Middle East may erupt 
into a regional war. It remains to be seen 
if moving against the Boeing Machinists 
or invoking Taft-Hartley in the event of 
an ILA strike will be Harris’s PATCO 
moment—or if a resurgent labor move- 
ment is able to begin to turn the tables on 
the Establishment. 

None of the above crises are going to 
disappear because there is a media frenzy 
about Kamala Harris saving the day. The 
big wave of euphoria will come tumbling 
down at some point. The working class 
remembers what happened over the last 
four years. No matter what the Democrats 
do, they can’t run away from this and the 
fact that they will do nothing to fix liv- 
ing and working conditions. Many people 
know Kamala sucks. But a good portion 
are caving to liberal pressures and are 
buying into the mania anyway. 


The Hate That 
Identity Politics Made 


The liberals are pounding the “fight the 
right” drums, insisting that there are only 
two alternatives, Harris or Trump, so we 
have to go all in for their candidate. Har- 


Carlos Osorio/AP 
Romulus, Michigan, August 7: Harris smugly affirms “ironclad” support to Zionist genocide at campaign rally, tells 
pro-Palestine protesters to shut up and has them thrown out. 


ris herself plays to this sentiment, includ- 
ing at the rally in Michigan where she 
denounced Palestinian protesters with all 
the arrogance that comes from being an 
imperialist politician, declaring: “If you 
want Donald Trump to win, then say that. 
Otherwise, I’m speaking.” 

Harris’s main selling points are that 
she’s not Trump, doesn’t have one foot 
in the grave like Biden and is a black 
and Indian woman. She is attempting to 
delude workers and the oppressed into 
believing that, because of her gender and 
racial identity, she represents their inter- 
ests instead of the racist class enemy’s. 
If you’re against Kamala, then you’re a 
racist or against women’s rights and must 
want to see Trump get elected—which 
just pushes many workers to the right and 
polarizes the class. This liberal garbage 
has been repeatedly shoved down our 
throats for years. “Fight the right” anti- 
racist liberalism defines the Democratic 
Party, was part and parcel of the previous 
anti-Trump “resistance” and is currently 
on full blast. 

Many workers who were revolted by 
Biden are going for Harris as some last 
grasp at hope in a downward-spiraling 
situation. In particular, many black work- 
ers, who hate Harris, are going for her 
anyway because she is black and they 
buy into the gimmick that voting for 
a black face in a high place will bring 
some alleviation. But the bitter truth is 
that just like Obama before her, she has 
nothing to offer black people but more of 
the same segregation and inequality that 
puts them last of the last in everything. 

The whole reason so many workers 
flocked to Trump in 2016 was that the lib- 
eral Obama years had brought widespread 
devastation: the economic recession, the 
bailout of Wall Street, mass evictions and 
job losses. The Obamas had a lot of gall 
to stand up at the Democratic convention 
and lecture black, poor and working peo- 
ple to pull themselves up and “do some- 
thing” to change their situation by helping 
to elect Harris. Meanwhile, their black 
faces sitting in the White House helped 
nary a black soul in America, let alone 
black DC. The Obamas did nothing for 
anybody except the racist capitalist ruling 
class. That is the side of the class line both 
they and Harris stand on. 

The social misery brought by Biden/ 
Harris has made Trump’s populist rheto- 
ric attractive as an alternative, including 
among many black and Latino workers. 
The fact that Trump has appeal to black 
voters on the basis of anti-immigrant big- 
otry can also be laid at the feet of the lib- 
eral Democrats. In major cities, they have 
taken away meager resources from black 
and Latino communities in the name of 
providing for immigrants (but not doing 
so) and then denouncing those who pro- 
test as backward. The liberal ideology of 
the anti-Trump “resistance” has fueled the 
rise of Trumpism. 


DSA Left Must Choose: 
Harris or Working Class 


How has the left responded to the 
change in the Democratic candidate? The 
DSA and the “uncommitted” are predict- 
ably coming over to Harris’s side. Her 
support for Israel is ironclad; she has also 
pointedly proclaimed that she will con- 
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tinue to arm the Zionist state. However, 
she is given credit for being somebody 
that the “ceasefire” crowd can work with, 
because she has supposedly expressed 
more empathy for Palestinians than Biden. 

The Democrats gave “uncommitted” 
leaders a workshop at their convention, 
and now they are beginning to look 
rather committed to Harris. Democrats 
like Clinton and Obama are notorious for 
“feeling the pain” of their victims before 
and after clobbering them; it is typical 
liberal fare to play to sensibilities against 
suffering as a cover for their pursuit of 
ruling-class interests. 

The DSA has been at the center of gen- 
erating enthusiasm for the new Democratic 
ticket. Its National Political Committee 
(NPC) rejoiced over Biden’s decision to 
step aside—which got them out of the 
pickle of having to twist arms to get out 
the vote for him. Then, they weighed in 
to attempt to influence Harris’s choice for 
vice president, declaring her pick of Walz 
over Shapiro as a victory for the cause 
of Palestinian liberation on the grounds 
that Shapiro had been an IDF volunteer in 
his youth—whereas Walz simply volun- 
teered for the U.S. Army National Guard. 
Throughout his entire political career, 
Walz has unfailingly supported the right 
of Israel to exist and keep the Palestinians 
under its boot. Some victory for Palestin- 
ian liberation! 

It is a real comment on the rightward 
shift in the U.S. over the last four years 
that Harris/Walz has been greeted with 
a wave of enthusiasm. In the last elec- 
tion cycle, marked by the George Floyd 
protests, Harris’s bid for the Democratic 
presidential nomination fell flat in no 
small part because of her record as a 
prosecutor—‘Sister Lock a Brother Up” 
as longshoremen in the Bay Area refer 
to her. Walz, as governor of Minnesota, 
was the one who called out the National 
Guard to suppress those protests. Now, 
four years on, these two are hailed by 
the liberals as the saviors of the country 
from the racist Trump. 

So, the DSA took a victory lap over 
the Walz pick. The rise of the Harris/ 
Walz ticket also got the NPC out of 
the bind of having to put all its eggs in 
the “save the Squad” basket. Support 
for AOC is sliding significantly as she 
becomes more and more indistinguish- 
able from any other Democrat. Her vocal 
backing of Biden and public equation of 
anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism is not 
exactly generating enthusiasm for the 
Squad—and Cori Bush’s primary loss 
did not create many ripples among lib- 
erals either. BLM boosters like Bush are 
out, BLM bashers like Walz are in. 

While the DSA’s NPC is obviously 
throwing in its lot with Harris/Walz, 
the DSA left caucuses have barely, if at 
all, breathed a word of opposition to this 
course. The Marxist Unity Group, for 
example, proposes to not endorse Har- 
ris “until she secures an arms embargo 
against Israel” and various other condi- 
tions. So, rather than build working-class 


(continued from page 1) 


a WV supplement issued on September 10, 
two days before the contract vote. 


District 751 president Jon Holden 
instructed Machinists to come together on 
September 12 to “reset the trajectory of the 
aerospace industry,” declaring: “We are 
fighting for everyone.” Yes! But the con- 
tract he is recommending will not change 
the downward spiral of the company or 
the country. Angry workers are furious at 
Holden—they need and deserve so much 
more. The Machinists have the power and 
opportunity to lead the charge on behalf of 
the working class right now. The company 
knows it and has thrown a few bones to 
head off a fight by labor to impose its will 
on the bosses. Don’t get taken! Reject the 
TA, authorize strike action and organize 
the battle to win! 

It is no secret that Boeing is going to hell. 
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defense of the Palestinians and oppo- 
sition to Harris—a driving force in an 
administration that has sent boatloads of 
arms to Israel—they fall in line behind 
the party of genocide in expectation that 
it can do better. This will never happen 
because U.S. imperialism’s strategic 
interests dictate support to Israel. To 
date, the DSA left, which claims to want 
to break with the Democrats, has refused 
to fight for that break or even support the 
working-class candidate on the ballot, 
the PSL. The one exception is the Just 
Break Already caucus. 


To the Left: 
Smash Liberalism or Bust 


Left groups reacted to the change at the 
top of the Democratic ticket by issuing 
statements against “lesser evilism” and 
correctly declaring the need for a workers 
party. Harris is denounced for her track 
record as a prosecutor and role in pushing 
Biden’s policies. But these leftists miss the 
key piece of the puzzle. To mobilize the 
class in its own interests requires a pro- 
gram based on working-class independ- 
ence in direct opposition to the dominant 
liberalism. 

So, while the Revolutionary Commu- 
nists of America (RCA), Socialist Alter- 
native (SAIt), their defectors in Workers 
Strike Back (WSB), Left Voice and oth- 
ers all say no vote to Harris and “break 
with the Democrats,” this is not suffi- 
cient to set the stage for building a work- 


ers party. The path must be cleared of all 
major obstacles, beginning with liberal- 
ism—that is, the Democratic Party’s pol- 
itics. Those politics exist outside as well 
as inside the Democratic Party. Without 
a political break with the Democrats, any 
effort to build an independent workers 
party will be stillborn. 

For example, the RCA wrings their 
hands over the supposed “missed oppor- 
tunity” of 2016 when, we are told, Sanders 
could have broken with the Democrats 
and formed “a mass socialist party”—but 


Machinists once took great pride in produc- 
ing cutting-edge aircraft to transport people 
and cargo across the globe. But manage- 
ment, in pursuit of greater profit, has ruined 
everything. Workers are squeezed every 
which way, and chaos has been injected 
into the build process—creating hazards 
in the factories and disaster in the skies. 
Like Boeing, the whole country is falling 
apart, and the working class is suffering 
the consequences: Decent homes, quality 
healthcare and other basic necessities are 
increasingly out of reach, even while most 
work longer hours or multiple jobs. Things 
clearly must change and that’s only going to 
happen if workers take charge—at Boeing 
and in the country at large. 

But rather than mobilize the union and 
its working-class allies to force Boeing to 
concede as much as possible, Holden and 
the other IAM leaders are praising the 
“historic” TA and its “never before seen 
improvements’—as if nothing more could 
be done. This retreat does not come out of 
nowhere but is born of their entire strat- 
egy: to get Boeing to recognize the union 


fear not, today you can join the RCA and 
fight for communism! If party-building 
was simply a matter of bold declarations, 
everything would be much easier. But 
in the real world, barriers to the task at 
hand must be confronted and overcome. 
Whether closing ranks around Sanders or 
declaring communism on the order of the 
day, the RCA completely fails to take on 
liberalism. 

So, how do SAIt, WSB, Left Voice and 
other purported socialists propose to build 
a workers party? Their answer is on a foun- 
dation of sand—a revival of the liberal 
movements of the first anti-Trump “resis- 
tance” and/or support to pro-capitalist 
candidates outside the Democratic Party 
like Jill Stein. 

Consider Left Voice. In its July 22 arti- 
cle on the switch from Biden to Harris, 
Left Voice blames the growth of the far 
right on “years of neoliberal politics under 
the Democratic and the Republican party 
alike.” But it fails to draw the obvious 
conclusion: the need to break with liberal- 
ism across the board. Left Voice declares 
the way forward to lie in linking up “the 
new labor movement, the movement in 
solidarity for Palestine, the new student 
movement” and so on. 

Each and every one of these movements 
has hit a wall thanks to their liberal lead- 
ership. The UAW strike under Fain failed 
to turn the tide for labor because he only 
sought to rebalance the scales without going 
up against fundamental capitalist inter- 
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Chicago, 

August 21: 
Kshama Sawant 
(center) and 
RBN’s Nick Cruse 
promote capitalist 
Green Party at 
Workers Strike 
Back event during 
DNC. “Green” 
capitalism is 
counterposed to 
black liberation, 
building a 
workers party. 


ests. The Palestine and student movements 
are at an impasse because their moralist 
appeals for a ceasefire from Biden/Harris 
and divestment by the campus administra- 
tions cannot possibly convince the imperi- 
alists or their campus agents to act against 
their strategic interests in the Middle East 
(see page 4). Linking up these movements 
that are separately holding back the strug- 
gles of workers and the oppressed is not a 
launchpad for a workers party. 

SAIt and WSB take a slightly differ- 
ent tack—they are Stein’s biggest backers 


as “full partners.” What does the union 
have to gain from taking co-responsibility 
for management’s crimes? Any such part- 
nership can only hold back union strug- 
gle. The bosses are the ones who created 
the entire mess in the first place and have 
proved themselves utterly incapable of 
solving the crises of their own making 
in a progressive manner. The same goes 
for their Democratic and Republican pol- 
iticians, like Harris and Trump, who are 
busy trying to woo the working-class vote 
but have nothing to offer other than more 
hard times ahead. 

There is a different path available that 
can actually win major gains and advance 
labor’s cause. The Machinists must step 
into the breach and seize as much of the 
reins as possible from the bosses. The 
goal should be not simply to “save Boe- 
ing from itself” but to save all working 
people from Boeing by the union taking 
control of the build process—crucially 
including safety and quality assurance. 
Not joint labor-management safety teams 
or a union seat on the company board of 


on the left. Any notion of an independent 
workers party growing out of support to 
forces that do not share that aim is a non- 
starter. Unlike PSL, Stein makes no pre- 
tense of wanting to build a workers party 
to “end capitalism before it ends us.” On 
the contrary, Stein’s party is the small- 
time capitalist Greens, whose entire pro- 
gram is geared toward creating a more 
“eco and climate friendly” capitalism, 
including by proposing liberal answers to 
capitalism’s worst excesses. 

Every worker knows that the proper 
tools are needed to build something solid 
and of lasting value. A power saw—no 
matter how shiny, viable or sharp its 
blade—can never substitute for a sol- 
dering torch to fuse something together. 
Using the saw will always leave more 
divided pieces, not one unified whole. 

You can’t build a workers party on the 
basis of liberalism. In fact, many work- 
ers hate the petty-bourgeois Greens and 
see them as wanting to shut down whole 
industries and drive them out of their jobs, 
including by banning logging, mining and 
fossil fuels. The Green New Deal has not 
exactly caught on in the working class, 
which is having a hard enough time as it 
is figuring out how to feed and house their 
families. 

Stein and the Greens have also gained 
some support among black leftist organ- 
izations claiming the mantle of social- 
ism. The most outspoken of them is the 
Revolutionary Blackout Network (RBN), 
which touts Stein as a radical revolution- 
ary and talks up her “Agenda to Facilitate 
Black Liberation,” which is decidedly not 
socialist. The Green Party will never be 
able to facilitate black liberation because 
they openly extend a hand to a section of 
the capitalist class—including the green- 
energy sector—whose power and profits 
are ensured through the segregation of 
black people at the bottom. It is impos- 
sible to confront fundamental interests 
of the capitalists while maintaining a 
working relationship with them. This is 
the underlying dilemma of liberalism, the 
gravedigger of black struggle. BLM is a 
prime example. 

The fight for black freedom requires an 
uncompromising fight against all forms 
of liberalism—eco-liberalism, feminism, 
identity politics and anti-racist liberalism, 
to name a few—which collectively form 
the ideological underpinnings of the U.S.- 
dominated world order. In the guise of 
upholding liberal values, the U.S. ruling 
class has run roughshod over black people 
and workers not only in the U.S., but also 
in Africa, Asia, South and Central Amer- 
ica and elsewhere. 

It is laughable to think that the liberal 
Stein is seen as a vessel for uplifting the 
fight for black liberation. Malcolm X said 
it best, “The White liberal is the worst 
enemy to America and the worst enemy 
to the Black man.” There is no reformist 
shortcut to black liberation, which requires 
both revolutionary integrated working- 
class struggle and a communist program 

continued on page 14 


directors, but union safety monitors and 
quality inspectors with the power to shut 
down assembly on the spot. With the US. 
government using Boeing-manufactured 
equipment and munitions to create havoc 
around the world, particularly in Ukraine 
and Gaza, workers also need to fight to 
control where their products end up. 

A strike to put the union on top at Boe- 
ing would be a lightning rod for workers 
everywhere, who not only want to beat 
back the attacks of their own bosses but 
also have taken to checking the aircraft 
make before buying a ticket. It could lift 
the striking AT&T workers in the South, 
propel ILA longshoremen into strike action 
when their contract expires at month’s end 
and shift the entire terrain for labor strug- 
gle in the U.S. Boeing and this country’s 
rulers have dug themselves into a deep 
hole, which they can only climb out of on 
the backs of workers. The Machinists have 
everything to gain by fighting to establish 
their dominance on the factory floor and 
showing the way forward for the working 
class. Let’s win this one! & 
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Vote PSL... 


(continued from page 13) 


and party to lead the task of liberating all 
of the oppressed, particularly those at the 
very bottom of society. 


How the PSL Undermines Itself 


In contrast to rallying behind Stein, an 
independent multiracial workers party 
must be painstakingly forged through 
active intervention against all obstacles 
that block the way—first and foremost, 
the obstacle of liberalism. The way to 
move forward the fight to forge a work- 
ers party in the context of these elections 
is to build the PSL campaign and vote 


Student 
Struggle... 


(continued from page 5) 


a fight to arm the Palestinian movement 
with the only program that can win—an 
authentically anti-imperialist one. 


The Abdication of the Left 


The explosion of the student movement 
provided an opportunity. A small, mili- 
tant, but liberal vanguard was driven to 
act with the subjective desire to fight for 
Palestine. It was the duty of revolution- 
aries to clear the obstacles and fight to 
lead students down an anti-imperialist 
path. Instead, the supposed communists— 
again—tailed the liberal movement. 

Plenty of groups like the Party for 
Socialism and Liberation (PSL), Left 
Voice (LV), and Revolutionary Commu- 
nists of America (RCA), wrote articles 
assessing the student movement and claim 
to point a way forward. They all entirely 
miss the mark. To draw appropriate les- 
sons and advance, the movement needs 
much more than debates over tactics and 
decision-making structures. It must con- 
front the political obstacles, but these 
groups reinforce them. 

The RCA just bombastically proclaims 
the imminence of communism. The PSL 
cheers nearly every manifestation of liber- 


for its presidential ticket. SAlt and Left 
Voice will cite all manner of differences 
with PSL’s politics to dismiss giving their 
ticket critical support. Of course, what 
is really going on is that these avowed 
socialists recoil from drawing a class line 
in order to curry favor with the liberals. 
Our differences with PSL run far deeper 
than the differences cited by SAlt or Left 
Voice—above all PSL’s own failure to 
break with liberalism. This is shown by 
their attitude toward the “uncommitted” 
and Jill Stein. In the case of the “uncom- 
mitted,” they support this scheme to 
keep defenders of the Palestinians in the 
Democratic Party fold; and they refuse to 
criticize the Greens. PSL’s failure under- 
mines its own campaign and the building 
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of a working-class alternative. We want 
Claudia and Karina to get as many votes 
as possible, because these are the seeds, 
properly tended, from which a workers 
party can grow. Socialists can keep the 
ground fertile by pushing back against 
every attempt to link the campaign and 
working-class opposition to the liberals. 
But if the seeds are never planted and 
the ground is not tended, a workers party 
will never grow. This is the problem with 
the Internationalist Group (IG), sage sec- 
tarians who denounce our critical support 
to Claudia and Karina because, we are told, 
the PSL consummated “a miniature “‘pop- 
ular front’ of class collaboration” in the 
form of a non-aggression pact with Stein 
and Cornel West. In one bold stroke, the 
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IG has denounced the very purpose of crit- 
ical support—to further the cause of class 
independence in practice. The PSL is not 
running on the same slate as Stein or West 
but in fact on a separate ballot line against 
them. The way to break apart the love- 
fest between the PSL and Stein and West 
is to expose how it holds back the PSL’s 
campaign, not to declare “no choice” for 
workers and abandoning the electoral 
field to the liberals and Democrats. 

The next four years promise many bat- 
tles ahead. It is imperative that those who 
want to fight for a socialist future actively 
give revolutionary direction to the work- 
ers movement by intervening as a com- 
munist pole against liberal alliances in all 
the struggles of the oppressed. & 


NATIONAL 
STUDENT STRIKE TO 
FREE PALESTINE! 


Hunter College, NYC, May Day: United-front walkout initiated by SL, RCA and CCNY SUP in defense of encampments 
and to free Palestine. Spartacists fought to escalate the struggle and combat liberalism that cripples the movement. 


alism from the “uncommitted” swindle to 
UN resolutions. Meanwhile, they scandal- 
ously platformed Tlaib at their Palestine 
conference in Detroit in May, and their 
own presidential candidates didn’t even 
take the stage. LV makes some valid criti- 
cisms of PSL, but does nothing to directly 
confront the liberalism and leaders that 
derail the struggle. They regularly find 
themselves pulled along by left-talking, 
Biden-supporting trade-union bureau- 


Why the UAW 4 


As part of the last gasp of the student 
movement, the graduate student workers 
of UAW 4811 at the University of Cali- 
fornia (UC) struck in solidarity with the 
besieged encampments for two weeks in 
late May-early June. UC administrators 
secured a court injunction against the 
union for violating a no-strike clause, 
and the strike was quickly defeated. UC 
met none of the strike demands, they 
dismantled the encampments and the 
genocide continues. 

Many on the left hailed the strike author- 
ization as a turning point in the move- 
ment with labor entering the fray. The 
left, including ourselves, has long called 
for labor action against the genocide. So, 
why was the strike a resounding defeat 
that did nothing to advance the cause? 

The left is correct to note the political 
nature of the strike, but they ignore what 
those politics were. The impulse of grad 
students to defend their union and side 
with Palestine is good, but insufficient to 
wage the struggle necessary. The union 
leadership and the opposition caucuses 
pushing the strike share the liberal, 
pro-capitalist political perspective that 
chains both the labor and pro-Palestine 
movements. 

After students and union members 
in encampments were assaulted at the 
behest of the UC administration, the 
union leadership delayed the strike vote 
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until anger cooled. They delayed the 
strike until East Coast campuses closed 
and encampments were folding every- 
where. They emulated the piecemeal 
“stand-up” tactics of the auto strike. 
Pickets at UCSC clashed with cops, but 
this was an exception. The union didn’t 
try to shut down the system. The lead- 
ership explicitly disavowed “illegal” 
actions like “blockading” campuses, 
ie., building real picket lines that make 
a strike. These were not mere missteps, 
but political calculations to avoid esca- 
lating class confrontation while appeal- 
ing to widespread sentiment against the 
genocide and repression. 

To advance the common cause of work- 
ers and Palestinians requires a leadership 
willing and able to wage a struggle that 
will cause a serious crisis for the ruling 
class. The urgent work of defending Pal- 
estine and the union requires fighting to 
politically consolidate workers, students 
and the pro-Palestine movement around 
working-class political opposition to the 
imperialists based on material interests. 
Instead, both the union leadership and 
the opposition caucuses are tails on 
the bosses’ Democratic Party—either 
directly or through the Dems’ loyal ser- 
vant, Shawn Fain. Militant or not, they 
sought only to mobilize workers for the 
narrow objective of tweaking university 
policy based on sympathy, outrage, and 


crats, like Shawn Fain, and liberal move- 
ments from BLM to ceasefire. And of 
course, no one dares say anything against 
the most effective imperialist agent, Tlaib. 

In the broad view, abdicating the fight 
for communist leadership of the pro- 
Palestine movement means resigning the 
Palestinians to death and defeat. In the 
context of the student movement, the most 
militant elements have limited options: 
some will be demoralized and repelled 


from politics as they are confronted with 
the impotence of their program; others 
will double down on their liberal trajec- 
tory and integrate into the establishment, 
as is the birthright of many; or some may 
find their way to revolutionary Marx- 
ism. Only the latter does not produce 
more obstacles, but that will require the 
intervention of communists directly con- 
fronting the widespread liberalism in the 
movement. 


Strike Failed 
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UAW 4811 strike was undermined by liberal strategy of pro-capitalist lead- 


ership and moralist motivation. 


moral righteousness. This motivation 
was insufficient to build a solid strike 
and resulted in widespread scabbing. 
The left and opposition caucuses 
have criticized the tepid tactics of the 
leadership, but these tactics flowed 
from a political perspective. SL sup- 
porters intervened during the strike to 
strengthen and broaden the movement by 
combating the main political obstacles 


embodied in the misleadership. The duty 
of communists was to stand with work- 
ers in action, while fighting for a break 
with the losing liberal strategy. The task 
now is to draw the correct lessons from 
this strike, to build support among work- 
ers and students for an anti-imperialist 
movement, and fight for leadership of 
the unions and pro-Palestine struggle 
on this basis. 
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Puerto Rico... 


(continued from page 16) 


responsible for furthering Puerto Rico’s 
economic decline. Gonzalez, currently 
Puerto Rico’s non-voting Congressional 
representative, who backs the Republi- 
cans, has seized on this to criticize Pierlu- 
isi for how he’s governed. She has gained 
support for wanting to fight corruption, 
end violence against women and create 
incentives to keep doctors in Puerto Rico. 
All these points are also part of La Alian- 
za’s platform. So, why is Gonzalez polling 
at 43 percent and Dalmau at 24 percent? If 
the working class sees that the only plan 
being put forward by all candidates is to 
beg the U.S. for crumbs, then the masses 
will go with the option that they think will 
be most likely to achieve results. 

As Congressional representative, Gon- 
zalez was able to secure $117 billion in 
financial aid after hurricanes Maria and 
Irma. She speaks to the felt needs of the 
working class, even saying that the current 
status prevents investment from coming in 
and crippling the island’s economy. But 
her solution is for Puerto Rico to become 
a state. This will only deepen its national 
oppression, while doing nothing to resolve 
its economic subordination to Wall Street. 
The crisis in Borikén is due not to a lack 
of investment, but rather to U.S. imperial- 
ism and its finance capital. 

The U.S. ruling class—including Trump, 
who Gonzalez appeals to—does not want 
Puerto Rico to become a state because 
it is far more valuable as a colony. With 
Borikén as a colony, the U.S. rulers can 
impose austerity measures and taxes that 
drain the island of millions of dollars. In 
2022 alone, Puerto Ricans paid $4.8 bil- 
lion in taxes as the island’s basic infra- 
structure was falling apart. Gonzalez has 
used Hawaii as a “positive” example, stat- 
ing that Hawaii’s economy tripled after it 
became a state. It is true that Hawaii’s 
economy did see a boost after statehood. 
But unlike today, in 1959 U.S. imperial- 
ism was in a position of strength and able 
to pour millions into Hawaii to counter 
the Soviet Union and China, just like it did 
with Puerto Rico to counter Cuba. With 
U.S. hegemony in decline and Cuba suf- 
fering an economic downturn, the imperi- 
alists see no need to prop up Puerto Rico’s 
economy or invest in industry. To this day, 
the conditions of the native Hawaiian pop- 
ulation are that of displacement, destitu- 
tion and homelessness, and their culture 
and language have nearly been wiped 
out. The prospect of assimilation into the 
English-speaking U.S. provokes a visceral 
reaction from most Boricuas. 

Neither Dalmau nor Gonzalez is an 
answer to the Puerto Rican working class. 
But there is a way forward. Militant Bori- 
cua workers and the anti-imperialist left 
must split La Alianza along class lines 
and build a communist party that fights 
to advance the struggle for national liber- 
ation toward socialist revolution. Such a 
party can only be built through the fight 
for leadership of the movement on a pro- 
gram to unleash the power of the working 
class against the U.S. imperialists. A gen- 
uine communist organization would place 
itself in counterposition to La Alianza and 
expose at every point how it betrays the 
Puerto Rican masses’ aspirations for lib- 
eration and continues their subjugation to 
U.S. imperialism. It is the obligation of 
communists to show how La Alianza’s 
class interests make it incapable of lead- 
ing the struggle for national liberation to 
its conclusion and why the working class 
must lead it instead. 


The Dead End of Self-Sufficiency 


While part of the left is looking to cut 
deals with the imperialists, the other part 
aims for a self-sufficient Puerto Rico. The 
politics of self-sufficiency is not only a 
reaction to imperialism, but also a petty- 
bourgeois program born of the failure to 
link the fight for national liberation to the 
need for revolution in the region. It is a 
just desire of the oppressed Puerto Rican 
masses to control their own destiny. But 
they cannot go about it alone. From Oper- 
ation Bootstrap, which left agriculture in 
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ruins, to neoliberal reforms implemented 
after the Soviet Union’s collapse, which 
forced the island into perpetual debt, 
Puerto Rico’s economy was purposely 
decimated by Yankee imperialism to keep 
Borikén on its knees. 

This economic strangulation has de- 
stroyed industry on the island and caused 
massive impoverishment and unemploy- 
ment. One need look no further than the 
situation around LUMA. Thousands lost 
their jobs, including UTIER electrical 
workers, when the PREPA power author- 
ity was privatized six years ago. Today, 
Puerto Ricans pay one of the highest elec- 
tricity rates out of all the U.S. territories 
and the SO states. All told, Puerto Ricans 
spend 8 percent of their income on elec- 
tricity, compared to just 2.4 percent for 
mainland residents. In 2022, the price of 
electricity increased seven times to cover 
LUMA’s rising costs for fuel, which is 
heavily imported from the U.S. 

Dalmau has promised to cancel LUMA’s 
contract if elected. But canceling the con- 
tract without confronting U.S. imperialism 
cannot solve the electricity crisis. Simply 
canceling a contract of one company just 
sets the stage for another U.S.-based com- 
pany to take control of the industry. The 
whole colonial relationship needs to be 
challenged, which is something that Dal- 
mau and La Alianza are not willing to do. 

What Borikén needs is massive public 
works to rebuild housing and schools as 
well as reindustrialization, all of which 
would require mass hiring. But that’s not 
what is offered by the program of self- 
sufficiency. None of these things can be 
achieved under imperialist domination, 
even if Puerto Rico is formally indepen- 
dent. An economically isolated Puerto 
Rico in the sphere of U.S. imperialism 
will face even more crushing impover- 
ishment. This is the main reason why the 
Boricua working class has never been won 
over to the politics of self-sufficiency of 
an independent capitalist Puerto Rico— 
they rightly see it as a continuation of 
brutal poverty. 

The politics of self-sufficiency look to 
the native bourgeoisie to carry out national 
development. But the native bourgeoisie 


expense. The U.S. working masses are 
a natural ally in the liberation of Puerto 
Rico. A real anti-imperialist fight on 
the island would inspire the U.S. work- 
ing class, including its millions-strong 
Puerto Rican component, to fight against 
their own rulers, who are screwing them, 
too. This would cause a crisis in the 
already unstable U.S. to the advantage of 
its working class and loosen the master’s 
grip on Puerto Rico. This is why it is in 
the interest of both proletariats to form 
an anti-imperialist united front. 
The 1938 founding conference of the 
Fourth International lays it out simply: 
“The Fourth Internationalists point out 
that none of the countries of Latin Amer- 
ica or the Pacific which are now under 
the domination of American imperialism 
to one degree or another, is able either 
to attain complete freedom from foreign 
oppression or to retain such freedom for 
any length of time if it confines its strug- 
gle to the efforts of its own self. Only 
a union of the Latin American peoples, 
striving towards the goal of a united 
socialist America and allied in the strug- 
gle with the revolutionary proletariat of 
the United States, would present a force 
strong enough to contend successfully 
with North American imperialism.” 


Opportunism and Sectarianism 
in the Elections 


It is nearly impossible to find a left 
group in Puerto Rico that isn’t for inde- 
pendence and socialism. But how are they 
fighting for it in the context of the upcom- 
ing elections? They aren’t. No one on the 
left is putting forward any anti-imperialist 
option whatsoever. Much of the left, like 
Democracia Socialista (section of the 
Fourth International), supports La Alianza 
as a Step in the right direction. 

This is completely false. All aspects of 
everyday life on the island are controlled 
by U.S. imperialism. The decline of the 
U.S. Empire has had catastrophic effects 
on Puerto Rico. The U.S. has imposed aus- 
terity measures, which siphon resources 
out of Puerto Rico and into the pockets of 
bondholders and hedge fund groups. Not 
only is the debt crippling Puerto Rico, but 
also every cent paid will deepen its subor- 
dination to the imperialist rulers and fur- 
ther weaken the Boricua masses. That is 


U.S. National Guard rounds up Puerto Rican independence fighters, 1950. 


is an obstacle to development, which 
requires threatening capitalist property 
rights, because it will only carry out mea- 
sures insofar as its own interests are not 
encroached on. If they were to be, the native 
bourgeoisie, which keeps the oppressed 
masses tied to their U.S. masters, would 
quickly side with U.S. imperialism to 
smash any revolutionary sentiment among 
the oppressed. For any nation-building to 
take place, the Boricua working class must 
throw out the native bourgeoisie and link 
their just struggle for national liberation 
to the struggles of their class brothers and 
sisters in the U.S. and Latin America. 
For all its talk of solidarity, the Puerto 
Rican left does not call for the revolu- 
tionary unity of the U.S. and Boricua 
workers, even though both have a com- 
mon enemy in U.S. imperialism. At 
the same time that American capital is 
destroying Puerto Rico, the U.S. working 
class is suffering homelessness, unem- 
ployment, stagnant wages and deepening 
racial divisions at the hands of its rul- 
ers. The situation has become even more 
explosive, as each military operation pur- 
sued by the U.S. has come at workers’ 


why an organization that has no program 
to defeat U.S. imperialism is not a step in 
the right direction, but will only reinforce 
national oppression. 

The Workers Socialist Movement (MST) 
has criticized La Alianza, including by 
acknowledging that its MVC half has no 
position on independence. But instead of 
exposing La Alianza as a rotten bloc that 
poses no threat to imperialism, the MST 
gives it critical support because “‘it raises 
the possibility of advancing the immedi- 
ate fight to snatch from neo-liberalism the 
rights it has taken from us.” It is crucial 
to combat capitalism and neoliberalism. 
But it is impossible to do so without a pro- 
gram centered on the fight against colo- 
nial subjugation. Otherwise, the U.S. will 
continue to implement neoliberal reforms 
and introduce foreign capital into Puerto 
Rico, creating further immiseration. As 
La Alianza gains more traction, the MST 
and the rest of the left just tail it, ced- 
ing the terrain to La Alianza instead of 
planting an anti-imperialist pole in these 
elections. 

A minority trend on the left refuses to 
vote for La Alianza because they know 
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NotiCel.com 
San Juan, July 17: Cops attack Suiza 
Dairy pickets, arresting 16—including 
Scott Barbés, CGT union organizer. 


it is not fighting for independence. These 
leftists rightly see the bloc’s members as 
bourgeois politicians who want a shot 
at being administrators of imperialist 
will—but are completely paralyzed over 
what to do. One example is Communist 
Workers and Students for Social Change 
(TECCS), which produces frequent prop- 
aganda ranging from historical issues to 
the day-to-day problems of Puerto Rico. 
They correctly see the workers move- 
ment as key but do not pose an alterna- 
tive for the working class in elections 
because their position is to abstain from 
elections altogether. 

In their 2020 election article, TECCS 
says: “As revolutionary communists we 
reaffirm ourselves in the revolutionary 
process and we cannot believe in the 
deception and reformist trap of partici- 
pating in a process where heads or tails 
the capitalist system wins and the workers 
lose.” Later, they denounce the MVC and 
PIP as “‘progressive’ organizations try- 
ing to monopolize the discontent of the 
people... and unfortunately many people 
fall victim to these false promises—that 
class conflict can be resolved peacefully 
within the framework of this society, thus 
perpetuating the system of exploitation.” 

TECCS is right in their criticism of the 
MVC and PIP and in not voting for Dal- 
mau or anyone else in the current elec- 
tions. But it completely removes itself 
from the electoral process, and so fails to 
put forward an anti-imperialist option in 
counterposition to the PIP and Dalmau. 
This simply allows Dalmau to continue 
without challenge to push false promises 
that progress in Puerto Rico can happen 
under imperialist domination. The task 
of Boricua communists is to intervene 
in every arena to expose La Alianza for 
what it is and demonstrate in action to 
the working class that the only way to 
end this system of exploitation is in a 
struggle against imperialism. 

Having an anti-imperialist option in 
the elections would facilitate the building 
of a party for independence and social- 
ism, which workers desperately need but 
is missing from today’s Puerto Rican 
political terrain. Without this party, the 
oppressed masses will not be able to break 
the chains of their imperialist subjugation 
and advance the fight for independence. 
An abstentionist strategy in elections is a 
barrier to the “revolutionary process.” 

A successful fight for independence 
from U.S. colonialism by the Boricua pro- 
letariat can be a motor force for revolu- 
tion in the Caribbean and Latin American 
region. To stop the destruction of Puerto 
Rico and rebuild its industry requires 
getting rid of the debt, expropriating the 
banks and fighting against the national 
bourgeoisie, which chains the masses 
back to their colonial masters. With that 
in mind, the working class and oppressed 
masses should unite under the demands to: 
e Nationalize the electrical and all 

other industries! LUMA out! 

e Cancel the debt and expropriate the 
banks! 
e Throw out the FOMB and the Yankee 

Imperialists! Down with La Junta! 

e Fight for independence and socialism 
now! 
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9 Vote to La Alianza! 


Schools dilapidated beyond repair 
leave children out of classes for 


months at a time. Power grid fail- 
ures bring rolling blackouts. A fiscal 
control board (La Junta) devastates 
the national economy as it extracts 
millions of dollars in resources from 
Borikén. This is just a glimpse into 
the Boricua masses’ everyday lives, 
made worse by tropical storm Ernesto 
in August. Every aspect of the situ- 
ation is the result of brutal colonial 
subjugation that can only be resolved 
through anti-imperialist struggle. 

With the crushing of Puerto Ri- 
co’s economy, many of its citizens 
are looking for an alternative to the 
Popular Democratic Party (PPD) and 
the New Progressive Party (PNP), 
which are both seen as corrupt par- 
ties committed to the oppressive sta- 
tus quo. Riding on the anti-corruption 
wave, the Puerto Rican Independence 
Party’s (PIP) Juan Dalmau received 
13.5 percent of the vote in the 2020 
election for governor, with the newly 
formed Citizen’s Victory Movement 
(MVC) winning 14 percent. In Novem- 
ber 2023, the PIP (which claims to be 
for independence) and the MVC (which 
takes no position on independence at 
all) decided to join forces and create a 
rotten bloc called Patria Nueva de Pais, 
also known as La Alianza (the Alliance). 
While both groups claim to want eventual 
“decolonization”—an incremental fight 
for crumbs from U.S. imperialism—the 
purpose of this new coalition is to fight 
“bipartisanism” and end corruption. None 
of this does anything to challenge the co- 
lonial oppression of Puerto Rico. It simply 
allows La Alianza to present itself as a 
lesser evil to the PNP and the PPD. 

The left in Puerto Rico and liberals in 
the U.S. have painted La Alianza’s can- 
didacy as drawing a fundamental line 
against colonialism. But La Alianza has 
made it clear that it is not fighting for 
independence in the current elections and 
will not step on the toes of the imperial- 
ists. The whole setup of the gubernatorial 
elections is about pushing the illusion that 
Puerto Rico can make economic advances 
under imperialist overlordship. All the 
candidates, from the most “left” to the 
most right, are competing over who can 
be the best stooge for U.S. imperialism 
and get more crumbs for the island. None 
of these candidates is the answer. The task 
of the left in this election is to put forward 
an anti-imperialist option to counter all 
the major parties. 

Most of the left sees La Alianza as fun- 
damentally different from the PPD and 
the PNP. The North American Congress 
on Latin America (NACLA), which exerts 
some influence on the left, takes it one step 
further in its article titled “Puerto Rico’s 
New Leftist Alliance Poses a Threat to 
US Imperialism.” This isn’t the case at 
all. This rotten bloc lines itself up with 
U.S. imperialism, just like the two main 
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San Juan, October 2021: Mass protest to demand expulsion of U. 
electric company. Imperialist degradation bleeds Puerto Rico dry. Only way out is to 
fuse fight for independence with fight for socialism. 


parties. In interviews with Dalmau, he 
said that La Alianza wants to promote a 
process of decolonization to undo the cur- 
rent “colonial status” requiring the partic- 
ipation of the U.S. Congress, which will 
tell the Puerto Rican people what political 
status is possible under the Constitution. 

While Dalmau and La Alianza recog- 
nize the colonial oppression of Puerto 
Rico, their answer is to completely suck 
up to the imperialist masters. The idea 
that the U.S. will come to its senses and 
decolonize Puerto Rico is a deadly illu- 
sion that can only kill any real movement 
threatening U.S. imperialism. For a party 
with “independence” in its name, wanting 
input on the island’s colonial status from 
the very force that benefits from Puerto 
Rico’s exploitation and subjugation com- 
pletely undermines the struggle for inde- 
pendence. For the PIP, pushing “decolo- 
nization,” a consciously vague term for 
either statehood or “free association,” is 
a cover for dropping the fight for inde- 
pendence, while at the same time proving 
to the imperialists that the PIP will not 
threaten their interests on the island. It’s 
also meant to deceive the Puerto Rican 
masses into thinking that the PIP is going 
to fight their colonial subjugation. 

The MVC is a lash-up of socialists, aca- 
demics and others who don’t adhere to any 
political tendency at all and take it as a 
point of pride that they don’t have any sta- 
tus position. This has allowed supporters 
of statehood and even the current colonial 
status to join their organization. Current 
senator and MVC candidate Rafael Ber- 
nabe, while claiming to be the most left 
in La Alianza, has the same position on 
“decolonization” as Dalmau. In a Jacobin 
interview (15 March), he says: “The MVC 
as such is not a socialist movement,” while 
looking for the MVC to “begin the process 
of self-determination” and “sort of serve 
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notice to the US Congress...[on] how we 
are going to decolonize Puerto Rico.” 
The only way to free the island from the 
grip of the U.S. is to fuse the struggle for 
socialism with the struggle for indepen- 
dence. There is no other option. Without 
a program linking the two struggles, one 
cannot advance any interest of the working 
class and oppressed Boricua masses and 
instead will wind up negotiating the terms 
of their oppression. It’s no different from 
the current administration, which helps 
execute the will of imperial domination. 
The leadership of La Alianza purposely 
makes no link between socialism and inde- 
pendence because it understands that a real 
anti-imperialist struggle requires unleash- 
ing the power of the working class. This 
would threaten their own class aspirations: 
to be the main exploiters of the workers on 
the island. With the decline of U.S. impe- 
rialism, the colonial masters will not just 
give up Puerto Rico, but rather squeeze its 
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Serra Diaz/Newscom 
La Alianza, a rotten bloc between MVC (left) and PIP (right), does not fight 
for independence or socialism. 


Ricardo Arduengo/AFP 
S.-owned LUMA 


main colony even tighter and bring the 
island down with it. That is why there 
cannot be a fight for independence 
without a fight against imperialism. 
Since its inception, the PIP has 
pushed the illusion that an independent 
Puerto Rico can have some peaceful 
coexistence with U.S. imperialism. 
This illusion ignores the real concern 
of the Puerto Rican masses that an 
independent Borikén under capital- 
ism will wind up like the Domin- 
ican Republic or Haiti. This very 
real fear exists because the Boricua 
masses know that the U.S. will still 
economically dominate and oppress 
a formally independent Puerto Rico. 
Puerto Rico is of strategic impor- 
tance to the U.S. financially and mili- 
tarily. The island is the first step from 
the mainland into the Caribbean and 
South America. The U.S. holds onto 
the island as a counter to Cuba and to 
strengthen its global position through 
the development and exploitation of 
Puerto Rico and the rest of Latin 
America. That’s why the fight for 
independence cannot happen in coalition 
with the very force that keeps the island 
subservient to maintain its world domi- 
nation. The fight for independence must 
be linked to the struggle for socialism 
in order to advance the anti-imperialist 
struggle in Borikén and break through 
the imperialists’ economic blackmail. 
This struggle must be spread to the rest of 
Latin America and into the U.S. itself— 
something La Alianza has no program for. 


La Alianza Paves Way 
for Gonzalez 


The inability of La Alianza and the left 
to answer the burning needs of the work- 
ing class has led to the rise of politicians 
like Jenniffer Gonzalez. The “surprise 
upset” during the PNP primary election 
shouldn’t be a surprise at all. Governor 
Pedro Pierluisi, who backs the Democratic 
Party, is widely seen by the population as 

continued on page 15 
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